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The Union Home Minister, 
Amit Shah, on a surprise 
visit to Lok Nayak Jay 
Prakash Narayan (LNJP) 
Hospital to review the 
arrangements related to 
COVID-19 in New Delhi 
on June 15

The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, interacting with the Chief Ministers via video conferencing to discuss the situation 
emerging post Unlock 1.0 and plan ahead for tackling the COVID-19 pandemic, in New Delhi on June 16
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clubs, rocks and their fists in the 
thin air at 4,270 meters (14,000 
feet) above sea level, but no shots 
were fired, Indian officials have 
said. The soldiers carry firearms 
but are not allowed to use them 
under a previous agreement in 
the border dispute.

Indian security officials have 
said the fatalities were caused by 
severe injuries and exposure to 
subfreezing temperatures.

The valley falls within a re-
mote stretch of the 3,380-kilome-
tre (2,100-mile) Line of Actual 
Control _ the border established 
following a war between India 
and China in 1962 that resulted 
in an uneasy truce.

India’s Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesman Anurag Sri-
vastava declined to comment on 
China’s claim to the valley. But 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said in a meeting with political 
opposition leaders on Friday 
that “neither anyone has intrud-
ed into our territory, nor took 
over any post.”

Modi said India was “hurt 
and angry” about the deaths of 
its troops. He said India wanted 

peace and friendship, but had 
the “capability that no one can 
even dare look towards an inch 
of our land.”

Also on Friday, Zhao said that 
China was not holding any Indian 
soldiers, without addressing me-
dia reports that China released 
10 of them late Thursday. Indi-
an officials have denied that any 
soldiers were in Chinese custody.

In a televised statement on 
Friday, Modi said there had been 
no incursion into Indian territo-
ry. “Nobody has intruded into 
our border, neither is anybody 
there now, nor have our posts 
been captured,” he said. India’s 
armed forces had been “given a 
free hand to take all necessary 
steps” to protect Indian territo-
ry, he added.

His government had previ-
ously blamed China for the clash, 
with the foreign ministry releas-
ing a statement on Wednesday 
saying it had been sparked after 
“the Chinese side sought to erect 
a structure in Galwan valley on 
our side of the LAC”.

Meanwhile, Defense Min-
ister Rajnath Singh will pay a 

 

Our BureAu  

New Delhi/Washington 

There has been a deadly 
clash between the Indian 
and Chinese soldiers at 

the Galwan Valley in the Lada-
kh region. India lost 20 of its sol-
diers. China too suffered some 
casualties. Now, there is a grow-
ing perception that behind Chi-
na’s assertiveness lies an increas-
ing power differential between 
Beijing and New Delhi. 

Now, China has said that the 
Galwan Valley high up in Hima-
layan border region where Chi-
nese and Indian troops engaged 
in a deadly brawl this week falls 
entirely within China, boldly lay-
ing claim to the disputed area as 
the Asian giants continued using 
military and diplomatic channels 
to reduce tensions.

The confrontation in the Gal-
wan Valley, part of the disputed 
Ladakh region along the Hima-
layan frontier, was the deadliest 
in 45 years. India blames China 
for instigating the fight by devel-
oping infrastructure in the val-
ley, which it said was a breach of 
the agreement of what area re-
mained in dispute.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian said in a 
statement Friday that “the Gal-
wan Valley is located on the Chi-
nese side of the Line of Actual 
Control in the west section of the 
China-India boundary.”

He blamed incursions by 
Indian troops in the area from 
early May for a midnight clash 
on Monday that left 20 Indian 
soldiers dead. China has not said 
whether its side suffered any ca-
sualties. Soldiers brawled with 

three-day visit to Russia begin-
ning Monday to attend a grand 
military parade in Moscow to 
mark the 75th anniversary of 
the Soviet victory over Germany 
in the Second World War. The 
defense minister’s visit comes in 
the midst of an escalating border 
standoff between India and Chi-
na. “Defense Minister Rajnath 
Singh will pay a visit to Moscow 
to attend the victory parade on 
June 24 to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the victory in 
the Second World War,” the de-
fense ministry said in a statement.

A tri-service 75-member 
Indian military contingent has 
already reached Moscow to 
participate in the parade. “The 
visit of the defense minister will 
strengthen the longstanding spe-
cial and privileged strategic part-
nership between India and Rus-
sia,” the ministry said.

The Indian team will par-
ticipate in the parade alongside 
armed forces personnel from at 
least 11 countries including China.

The tussle between India and 
China now has reverberations 
across the world – from Moscow 
to Washington, DC. 

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo has accused China of 
behaving as a “rogue actor” not 
just in its own neighborhood, 
but also in the larger world or-
der. Even as he blamed China 
for escalating border tensions 
with India, Pompeo said Beijing 
had broken its “promise” to the 
world with its actions from Xinji-
ang to the South China Sea. 

Pompeo made the comments 
Friday as he addressed the vir-
tual Copenhagen Democracy 

A Himalayan challenge
20 Indian soldiers killed in the icy region of ladakh. defense Minister going to Russia. US accusing China of 
creating trouble. What is happening in the Galwan River Valley is the biggest test yet faced by narendra Modi 

IndIa-ChIna ConflICt  

| BIG STORY |

An Indian martyr being given a guard of honour at his funeral
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Summit, an annual conclave held 
by the Alliance of Democracies 
Foundation, a non-profit found-
ed in 2017 by former NATO sec-
retary general Anders Fogh Ras-
mussen, who is also the former 
Danish Prime Minister. “The 
PLA (People’s Liberation Army 
of China) has escalated border 
tensions — we see it today in 
India, the world’s most popular, 
populous democracy,” Pompeo 
said. “And we watch as it milita-
rizes the South China Sea and 
illegally claims more territory 
there, threatening vital sea lanes, 
a promise they broke again.”

Most experts believe that 
there can be little doubt that 
what just happened in the Gal-
wan River Valley constitutes the 
biggest test yet faced by Naren-
dra Modi’s government. India’s 
prime minister has long been 

| BIG STORY |

of the tWo GIantS, Who haS the MIlItaRy edGe? 

A recent study at US’ es-
teemed Harvard Uni-
versity has said that 

India has a conventional ad-
vantage over China to avoid 
any 1962 level setback in case 
the situation escalates between 
the two countries.  A research 
paper published by the Belfer 
Center for Science and Inter-
national Affairs at the Har-
vard Kennedy School earlier 
this year analyzed comparative 
data of the Indian and Chinese 
strategic capabilities. 

The study notes that In-
dia’s conventional advantage 
remains ‘under-appreciated’ in 
Indian discourse. 

The study took into account 
the nuclear capabilities of both 
countries, ground military forc-
es of both countries and the 
two air forces which could be 
used at the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) if things go south. 

The report further dwells 
into the conventional capa-
bilities of the PLA and says 
that the apparent numerical 
near-equivalence with the In-
dian Army in the ground forc-
es is ‘misleading’. 

2012, Xi Jinping has man-
aged to usher in large-scale 
military modernization and 
fundamentally transform the 
organizational structure and 
governance of the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA). In 
comparison, the military re-
forms carried out under PM 
Modi have not only been mea-
gre, but Indian military has 
also seen the gulf between its 
intent and capabilities widen 
like never before. Under Xi, 
the Chinese military has grown 
substantially more powerful 
than its Indian counterpart.

Yet, unlike Modi, Xi decid-
ed to bite the bullet and purge 
all the vested interest groups in 
the military establishment that 
had been restricting reforms. 
While Xi matched his words 
with actions, Modi decided 
to settle for electoral success 
backing on ‘muscular’ rheto-
ric. Genuine hard power and 
a sustainable military strategy 
requires spending money, and 
today, India’s somewhat ter-
ritorial capitulation to China 
stems from Modi not acknowl-
edging that basic fact.

portrayed as a “strongman”. 
This image has been burnished 
by retaliatory strikes against 
Pakistani targets for cross bor-
der terrorism in 2016 and 2019, 
as well as by his government’s 
apparent resilience during the 

Doklam crisis.
Indian public opinion is al-

ready angry with China over 
COVID-19 and in the wake of 
the deaths on the LAC, some 
media outlets, as well as oppo-
sition politicians, are calling for 

retaliation.
Modi’s options are, however, 

constrained. If he backs down, or 
even concedes the area around 
Galwan River Valley that some 
think Chinese soldiers are now 
occupying, he could face a polit-
ical backlash from Indian voters. 
If he orders some kind of mili-
tary response, he risks a wider 
war. There have been persistent 
reports of troop build-ups right 
along the 3,500 kilometer fron-
tier with China.

There is no guarantee a lim-
ited action would not escalate 
into something bigger, nor that 
India’s friends and partners, in-
cluding the US, would support 
such a move.

This is Modi’s moment of 
facing a Himalayan challenge. 
His future – and India’s – will 
depend on how he deals with it. 

On a strict comparison of 
available 4th generation fight-
ers, authoritative assessments 
hold that China’s J-10 fighter 
is technically comparable to In-
dia’s Mirage-2000, and that the 
Indian Su-30MKI is superior to 
all theater Chinese fighters, in-
cluding the additional J-11 and 
Su-27 models.27 China hosts 
a total of around 101 4th-gen-
eration fighters in the theater, 
of which a proportion must be 
retained for Russian defense, 
while India has around 122 of 

its comparable models, solely 
directed at China. 

But it is the difference be-
tween the comprehensive mili-
tary reforms carried out in Chi-
na under President Xi Jinping 
and the rather shallow ones 
under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that explains why China 
today feels confident to deploy 
forces across multiple fronts 
at the LAC, and demonstrate 
the kind of aggression not seen 
since the 1960s.

Since coming to power in 

 India has increased its military presence on the border
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rola said: “Depending on how 
the situation turns out, the fare 
band may have to adjusted be-
yond August 24 also. But right 
now, it is only for three months.”

Puri said VBM flights are 
being operated to ensure peo-
ple can travel till normal sched-
ule flights begin. “As we ramp 
up operations further, the fares 
may fall. AI will tie up with air-
lines to bring Indians to places 
in Europe, from say the Carri-
bean, and then fly them to India 
from there. AI will look at mak-
ing such arrangement wherever 
needed,” he said.

About AI privatisation, Puri 
said: “I have never been more 
hopeful and confident - be it 
divestment or disinvestment 
whatever you choose. AI’s true 
worth has revealed itself in re-
cent times and it is a first class 

Our BureAu 

New Delhi

India will from next month 
look at creating travel bub-
bles with countries that al-

low access to its citizens and 
vice versa, while immediately 
scaling up the Vande Bharat 
Mission (VBM) repatriation ex-
ercise. The government expects 
domestic passengers movement 
to touch half of pre-pandemic 
levels by mid-July after which it 
will consider allowing interna-
tional flights under a “bilateral 
bubble arrangement” with such 
countries.

Meanwhile, the capping of 
domestic fares could be extend-
ed beyond August 24 depend-
ing on the situation. The fare 
range was introduced for three 
months when domestic flights 
resumed on May 25.

“In pre-pandemic times, we 
used to have 3-3.5 lakh domes-
tic passengers daily. We started 
with 30,000 passengers on May 
25 and since then have seen a 
maximum of 72,000 domestic 
passengers on a day. I expect to 
reach half of the pre-corona lev-
el of 1.5-1.6 lakh domestic trav-
ellers before mid-July. At that 
point, we will consider resuming 
schedule international flights on 
a country-by-country basis,” avi-
ation minister H S Puri said.

Air India will add more 
flights under the third and sub-
sequent phases of the Vande 
Bharat Mission, which will also 
see private Indian airlines op-
erating 750 flights to Gulf and 
southeast Asia. “We will oper-
ate 650 flights under VBM-4 
in July. The maximum demand 
for travel is to and from the US, 
Canada, Europe, Middle East 
and southeast Asia,” AI chair-
man Rajiv Bansal said.

Aviation secretary P S Kha-

and lower limits on airfares may 
be extended beyond August 24 
depending on how the situation 
pans out. “There has been a par-
adigm shift in people’s way of 
air travel. Today, almost all peo-
ple are getting boarding passes 
while sitting at home. The entire 
process of boarding, check-in, 
baggage drops have been made 
contactless. Even at the security 
frisking or checks, the risk has 
been minimized. Air travel is 
nearly risk-free. There has been 
no adverse impact of coronavi-
rus on fliers,” he said.

The Director-General of the 
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS) Rakesh Asthana 
said, “We have the contributed 
hassle-free mobility without se-
curity compromise. The board-
ing passes are not stamped. The 
body searches are long-handled 
metal detector. We will use face 
recognition identity at the air-
port in the future.”

Speaking on refunds and 
cancellations, he said, “The gov-
ernment has issued very clear di-
rectives that refunds have to be 
made. The matter is subjudice 
and is under courts proceed-
ings. DGCA is collecting as how 
much cancellations or refunds 
have to be made and soon a 
meeting with airlines to be held.”

On increasing the domestic 
flight operations or expanding 
the capacity, he said, “The gov-
ernment is closely monitoring 
the situation on an almost day-
to-day basis. As the demands 
scale up, the domestic flight op-
erations will be ramped up and as 
the demand comes in, flight op-
erations will be expanded too.”

The government will add 
more routes in the next few 
days and targets to reach to 
about 50 per cent capacity to 
pre-COVID-19 data shortly, 
he added.

How India is meeting the challenge of 
domestic and international flights

| NATION |

asset.”
Puri said, “Any suggestion 

that international traffic has 
opened up and we are the only 
one not to open up, needs real-
ity check. The exact time when 
we will resume internation-
al flight depends on the other 
countries to be open to receive 
flights. In absence of a decision 
on resumption of international 
civil aviation we are left with no 
option but to continue what I 
call evacuation and repatriation 
flights under managed and con-
trolled conditions.”

He said that close to 2,75,000 
Indians, who were stranded in 
foreign countries, have been 
brought back to the country 
in flights and ships during the 
lockdown.

Civil Aviation Secretary P 
S Kharola said that the upper 

Govt prefrence is to bring back stranded Indians from abroad: hardeep Puri
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“My aim is to make himachal corona-free 
and revive the economy before diwali”

| NATION |

times in their political career 
had not faced such situation. 
There are many challenges, 
many of my political opponents 
are also trying to take mileage 
of this situation but morally no-
body has the right to point fin-
gers at me as none of them had 
such experience in their tenure. 
I am totally focused to address 
the new challenges now to re-
vive economic activities here 
and protect the people of my 
state by reducing their suffer-
ings of all type.

What are these challenges?
This is a touristic state, ho-

teliers, restaurants, adventure 
activities, transporters and taxi 
operators are major players of 
this state. But this sector is badly 

hit by the pandemic. My office 
is into formation of new policies 
to resume the tourism comply-
ing with the safety measures. We 
are taking suggestions from the 
players of this industry. People 
are also losing jobs, but we have 
told industries operating in this 
state not to opt retrenchment. 
In addition to this a skill bank 
is being prepared where peo-
ple with different kind of skills 
losing jobs are registering them-
selves. The idea is to absorb the 
talent of the state in future.

This state is global center 
for Buddhist and Hindu pil-
grimage. But all monasteries 
and temples are closed. Tem-
ple towns are reeling under 
worst. 

S GOpAl purI

Dharamshala (HP)

Himachal Pradesh is on 
the global map of tour-
ism and is home to many 

international communities. It’s 
a center for Buddhist and Hin-
du pilgrimage across the world.  
When this state was hit by coro-
navirus, it was also under a ma-
jor political transition. As, head 
of the state government here is 
a first-time chief minister. Lead-
er of the largest political party of 
the world, Bhartiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), Jairam Thakur (55) 
is heading this state as Chief 
Minister for the first time in his 
political career. He was already 
facing many political challenges 
from his opponents. Now, this 
pandemic has posed more chal-
lenges before him as economic 
activities have come to halt now. 

A visit to the office of the 
Chief Minister reveals how 
the way of working has totally 
changed. Technology is being 
used at its best. Daily video con-
ferences are taking place. IT ex-
perts have created online plat-
forms to deal with the situation. 
Apart from addressing office 
meetings online, many political 
rallies were also held through 
these platforms.

In an exclusive interview to  
The INDIAN EYE,  

Jairam Thakur talks about the 
challenges and strategies to deal 
with the situation now. Excerpts: 

You have become head of 
state government for the first 
time in your career and now 
you are facing a situation which 
none of your predecessors have 
faced. How you are dealing 
with it?

Yes, it’s true. Even my pre-
decessors who have remained 
head of the state for even six 

What is your plan to open 
these centers of faith for people?  

We are concerned about so-
cial distancing among masses. 
Nearly one lakh people have 
visited these centers before 
lock-down was announced. We 
had to make all arrangements 
to send them back to their 
home destinations. Formation 
of new policies is underway. 
This state has no community 
spread of this virus as of now.

How you can claim that 
there is no community spread 
in state which is home to many 
visitors with a population of 
about 80 lakh?

Yes, there is no communi-
ty spread. Cases are near 569, 
but about 372 have recovered 
so far. There are 8 deaths so 
far but victims were suffering 
from other ailments also as 
per health authorities. Many of 
our people were stuck in other 
parts of the country. It was also 
our responsibility to bring them 
back amid this crisis so imme-
diate arrangements were made. 
Nearly 1 lakh people have re-
turned all were quarantined.

You are a first timer as head 
of the state. What are your aims 
amid this pandemic?

My first aim is to make 
this state a corona free state 
in the country and then to re-
vive economic activities be-
fore this Diwali. As fairs and 
festivals is backbone of local 
economy. Diwali is considered 
as the biggest festival in India. 
Our officers are doing a great 
job in this direction. We have 
occupied religious centers also 
and have converted them into 
quarantine centers. This time 
is a challenge in itself. I am on 
job round the clock having not 
taken any off till now since I as-
sumed this chair for last more 
than two years.         

Q&a with Jairam thakur 
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CoVId-19 

IndIA crOSSeS 400,000 cASeS 

GalWan MaRtyR 

HImAcHAl tO nAme ScHOOl 
After SOldIer 

India crossed 4 lakh novel 
coronavirus cases today on 
a day the country reported 

over 14,000 cases, in its steepest 
one-day jump. The total number 
of cases is now 4,00,412 and the 
number of deaths linked to the 
contagion is close to 13,000. In-
dia has the world’s fourth high-
est number behind the United 
States, Brazil and Russia.

Data from state health de-
partments show an increase of 
over 5,000 cases just this eve-
ning - India’s coronavirus tally 
was 3.95 lakh cases in the morn-
ing. Over 12,900 patients have 
died due to the deadly virus in 
the country since the beginning 
of the pandemic. The country’s 
recovery rate stood at 54.12 per 
cent this morning.

Maharashtra remains the 
worst affected state in India with 
over 1.24 lakh cases followed 
by Tamil Nadu which report-

ed 56,845 cases - an increase of 
over 2,000 cases since this morn-
ing. The country’s capital Delhi 
is third with over 53,000 cases.

This is the third consecu-
tive day that India registered a 
record jump in the number of 
coronavirus cases. India tested 
the highest number of samples 
in the last 24 hours (1,89,869), 
the government said this morn-
ing. A total of 66,16,496 samples 
have been tested so far.

A number of countries con-
tinue to evacuate their citizens 
from India, amid concerns 
hospitals in major cities such 
as Delhi and Mumbai may be 
overwhelmed.

As cases continue to rise in 
Delhi, the AAP government 
ordered government hospitals 
to cancel all leaves and said fur-
ther leave would only be grant-
ed under the most compelling 
circumstances.

INDIATALKS
IIt, RooRkee

SItuAtIOn under cOntrOl, 
SAyS Army cHIef  

As per the QS ranking of 
universities across the 
globe, a lot of Indian 

institutes and universities have 
achieved a lot in the past year 
when it comes to research and 
development. According to the 
official QS ranking list released 
recently, Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Roorkee se-
cured 1st position among IITs 
in the Citations per Faculty pa-
rameter in the QS World Uni-
versity Rankings 2021 published 
on 10th June 2020. The Institute 
secured the first position among 
IITs in the International Stu-
dents parameter also.

The high score (92.7) on ci-
tations per faculty put IIT Ro-
orkee in the league of the top 20 
universities worldwide and re-
flected the high impact research 
carried out by faculty in their re-
spective research areas.

According to the official state-
ment made by the university, QS 
Rankings classified IIT Roorkee 
as a ‘Historic’ Public Institution 
with ‘Very High’ focus in ‘Re-
search Intensity’ as the strongest 
indicator for the Institute. Over-
all, IIT Roorkee has retained its 
national and global rank as in 
the previous year. It is ranked 
6th among IITs and 383 globally.

| EYE on INDIA |

The Chief Minister said the 
country is proud of its army and 
brave soldiers that are manning 
its borders. He was accompa-
nied by Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj Minister Viren-
dra Kanwar.

Local MLAs also announced 
to install the soldier’s statue in 
his village. Jai Ram Thakur said 
adequate funds will be provid-
ed for repairing the path lead-
ing to the village crematorium, 

which is in a bad condition, and 
assured people of upgrading 
health care centres in the area 
with modern facilities.

The Chief Minister came to 
RCH Bhota complex in Hamir-
pur in a chopper from Shimla 
and then took a car to Karohta 
village. It was his first visit to the 
district since the coronavirus 
outbreak in March. The Chief 
Minister and others accompa-
nying him wore face masks.

ter Jai Ram Thakur said today. 
The Chief Minister made the 
announcement after visiting the 
soldier’s home in Karohta vil-
lage. He also said that a financial 
help of Rs 20 lakh will be provid-
ed to the family of the soldier.

A government school in 
Himachal Pradesh’s 
Hamirpur district will 

be named after Sepoy Ankush 
Thakur who laid down his life in 
a face-off with China in Lada-
kh’s Galwan valley, Chief Minis-
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ChIRaG PaSWan 

leAder cAllS fOr lImItInG 
trAde wItH cHInA 

Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) 
leader Chirag Paswan on 
Saturday said that during 

the all-party meeting yesterday 
on the India-China border areas, 
his party has urged Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to restrict the 
import of non-essential products 
from China in order to give a 
boost to the vision of self-reliant 
India that may affect Beijing fi-
nancially.

Speaking to ANI, Mr Pas-
wan said, “We need to restrict 
the import of non-essential Chi-
nese products, I have urged PM 
for the same. Limits are crossed 
when even lord idols are import-
ed from China. I have urged that 
whatever improvement needs to 
be done in the business or for-
eign policies between India and 
China should be done and re-
strictions should be imposed on 
import of Chinese products.”

“By doing so not only the vi-
sion of self-reliant India will get 

support but China will be affect-
ed financially,” he added. Paswan 
further added that LJP will stand 
with PM Modi’s decision in future 
regarding India and China issue.

“The situation created by 
China today is condemnable. On 
one hand, most countries of the 
world consider China responsi-
ble for this pandemic (coronavi-
rus), on the other hand, China is 
trying to enter India, they killed 
our soldiers. It is extremely con-
demnable,” said Paswan.

“Today during the all-party 
meeting, I am happy that all the 
parties came together to support 
whatever decision would be tak-
en by PM Modi in future. I also 
convinced PM Modi, our De-
fence Minister, Foreign Minister 
and our Home Minister, on be-
half of my party. We do not be-
lieve in war but whenever some-
one has tried to harm India, our 
PM has always reverted in their 
language only,” he added.

FOR COMMUNITY 
NEWS & EVENTS

West Coast- Texas and South California 

Please Call or Email : 

SEEMA GOVIL : 512 762 7387
seema@cosmocitymedia.com

ManIPUR 

cOnGreSS leAderS In 
quArAntIne: BJp 

BJP leader Ram Madhav 
on Friday said that Con-
gress leaders Ajay Maken 

and Gaurav Gogoi have been 
quarantined by the Manipur 
health authorities. “Congress 
party could not win the Rajya 
Sabha seat in Manipur. Yet, 
they went to governor claiming 
they have a majority in Assem-
bly. Their leader Ajay Maken 
and MP Gaurav Gogoi entered 
Manipur disregarding coronavi-
rus guidelines. They have been 
promptly quarantined by the 
state health authorities,” Ram 
Madhav tweeted.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

won the lone Rajya Sabha seat 
in Manipur with 28 votes. BJP 
candidate Leisemba Sanajaoba 
defeated Congress candidate T 
Mangibabu. 

26/11 MaSteRMInd 

Rana to be extradited to India

| EYE on INDIA |

The extradition of Paki-
stan-origin Canadian 
businessman Tahawwur 

Rana, recently rearrested in the 
US for his alleged involvement 
in the 26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tacks, will throw more light on 
the activities of Pakistan’s In-
ter-Services Intelligence or ISI, 
special public prosecutor Ujjwal 
Nikam said on Saturday.

Rana was rearrested in Los 
Angeles on June 10 based on 
an extradition request by India, 
which had declared him a fugi-
tive. Nikam, the special public 
prosecutor in the 26/11 case, said 
Rana has been charged with a 
larger criminal conspiracy for car-
rying out terror activities in India.

“Pakistani-American terrorist 
David Coleman Headley, during 

his deposition before a court here 
via video link, had accepted that 
Rana knew the entire criminal 
conspiracy of 26/11 Mumbai at-
tacks,” Mr Nikam said. “Head-
ley had also admitted that Rana 
used to finance him,” he added. 
According to Nikam, Headley 
had then made “sensitive reve-
lations” involving the terrorist 
activities of Lashkar-e Taiba  and 
their links with ISI. “The extradi-
tion of Rana will throw more light 
on the ISI activities,” he added.

Rana, 59, was recently re-
leased from jail on compassion-
ate ground after he told a US 
court that he has tested positive 
for COVID-19. He was rearrest-
ed in Los Angeles 10 days back. 
A special court here had issued 
an arrest warrant against Rana.
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prOf S. K. JOSHI:  

a tribute to a legend, eminent physicist and an institutions builder
AnOOp VermA 

Padma Shri and Padma 
Bhushan Prof Sri Krish-
na Joshi passed away on 

May 15, 2020, at his residence 
in Gurugram, India. An emi-
nent physicist and national in-
stitutions builder, Prof. Joshi 
is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Hema Joshi, his brother, Dr. 
Jagdish Chandra Joshi, son 
Sanjay, daughter-in-law, Mita 
and two grandchildren, Suchita 
and Parmarth.

Among many notable posi-
tions, Prof Joshi was Professor 
and Head of Physics at the In-
dian Institute of Technology, 
served as Director of National 
Physical Laboratory, Director 
General of Indian Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search, and served as advisor to 
Prime Minister of India.

Prof. Joshi was born on 6th 
June 1935 in the village of An-
para in Kumaon, Uttarakhand, 
India. His early life was diffi-
cult. His father passed away 
when he was 11 years old. How-
ever, he continued excelling in 
academics while shouldering 
the responsibility of supporting 
his family.

He topped the MSc pro-
gram at Allahabad University 
in 1957 and was awarded both 
a gold medal and a full-time 
position as a lecturer in the 
Physics department.

After completing his PhD 
at Allahabad and work at Uni-
versity of California, he joined 
University of Roorkee (now 
IIT, Roorkee) as Professor and 
Head of Department of Phys-
ics.  In this role from 1967 to 
1986, he supervised the Ph.D. 
theses of twenty scholars and 
published more than 190 re-
search papers. Many of his 

(Left to Right: Prof s. K. Joshi, Dr Jai Krishna, Dr Jagdish Narain) Two 
Vice-chancellors of University of Roorkee Dr Jai Krishna and Dr Jagdish 
Narain and fondly termed as “Vice-chancellor of Vice-chancellors” Prof 

s K Joshi on Jun 8th 1981) (Photo Courtesy: Prof Harpreet Singh)

A young Prof shri Krishna Joshi

Among many institutes led by Prof s. K. Joshi are IIT Roorkee 
Department of Physics, National Physical Library, council of science 

and Industrial Research, and Indian National science Academy.

students have served as Profes-
sors of Physics across major re-
search universities in India.

A well renowned Physi-
cist, Prof. Joshi served the na-
tion both as an academician 
and as an institution builder. 
He served as the fifth Direc-
tor of the National Physical 
Laboratory from 1986 to 1991. 
While directing NPL, he con-
tinued his research and guided 
PhD students. In 1991, he was 
appointed the Director Gener-
al of the Indian Council of Sci-
entific and Industrial Research. 
After retiring in 1995, he was 
awarded the Sarabhai Re-
search Professorship in Physics 
and worked on condensed mat-
ter theory at the National Phys-
ical Laboratory in New Delhi.

As a science administrator, 
he also played a crucial role 
in establishing new institutes 
of higher learning – IISER, 
NISER, new IITs as well as 
research institutions, such as, 
ARIES Observatory, Indigo 
(India’s LIGO). He also served 
the nation by working on var-
ious committees, such as, the 
Scientific Advisory Committee 
to the Prime Minister of India 
and advising institutions, such 
as, DRDO, Department of 
Atomic Energy. 

Prof Joshi’s work was be-
stowed with prestigious awards 
- Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, 
Watumull Memorial Prize, 
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize 
for Physical Sciences, CSIR Sil-
ver Jubilee Award, Meghnad 
Saha Award for Research in 
Theoretical Sciences, Dr. K.S. 
Krishnan Memorial Lecture-
ship of INSA, FICCI Award in 
Physical Sciences, Dr. Mahen-
dra Lal Sircar Prize by IACS 

Continued at next page... >>
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memorial held by former colleagues and students of Prof Joshi from 
University of Roorkee (now IIT Roorkee), where his son, Director (IIT 
Roorkee), academic leaders, entrepreneurs, and executives remembered 
Prof Joshi for his academic and research excellence along with his 
humanity and humility.

Three generations of Prof Joshi’s Family
(Right to Left) Dr. J. c. Joshi, Prof s. K. Joshi’s younger brother, who 
retired from IIT Delhi and lives in Gurgaon; Parmarth, grandson (sanjay’s 
son); mita, daughter-in-law (sanjay’s wife), formerly Assistant Professor at 
Lucknow University; suchita - granddaughter (sanjay’s daughter), currently, 
undergraduate student at U. of Illinois, Urbana-champaign (computer 
science & statistics); son (sanjay), himself a Roorkee alumni and currently 
employed at Google, Inc.; Jeetendra, nephew (Dr. J.c. Joshi’s son); Prof. s.K. 
Joshi; mrs. Hema Joshi, Prof. Joshi’s wife Courtesy: Mr. Sanjay Joshi

Calcutta, Goyal Prize in Phys-
ics by Goyal Foundation, and 
CV Raman Medal of INSA. 
He was awarded as D.Sc. ho-

noris causa from Kumaon Uni-
versity in 1994, from Kanpur 
University in 1995, Banaras 
Hindu University in 1996, and 

the University of Burdwan in 
2005.

Padma Shri and Padma 
Bhushan Shri Krishna Joshi 

served science and he truly 
helped build the nation for all 
of us and the number of gener-
ations to come.
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Second generation Indian 
American Dr. Shenika 
Shah, daughter of Pritam 

and Kavita Shah, graduated 
from the medical school this 
year as a doctor. During her un-
dergraduate studies she also ap-
plied to the US Army and was 
recruited at the 2nd Lieutenant 
post. With her graduation from 
the medical school in 2020, she 
was promoted to the post of a 
Captain and appointed at an 
Army Hospital.

“My parents PRITAM 
SHAH & KAVITA SHAH were 
born in Mumbai. My father’s 
side of family is from Rajasthan 
(Pindwara), while mother’s 
from Gujarat (Mahudha). Both 
of them were born and raised 
in Mumbai until they married 
and immigrated to America 
(New York). They settled in 
New York where I was born and 
raised. I grew up in Herricks 
school district and took part in 
many extracurricular activities 
such as Bharatnatyam classes 
leading to my arangetram, ka-
rate and sports,” said Dr Shah. 

“I then proceeded to attend 
NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY (NYIT ) for 
a 7-year Bachelor of science 
and DOCTOR OF OSTEOP-
ATHY MEDICINE (MD) . 
Undergraduate courses were 
vigorous with the amount of 
classes and I applied for a US 
ARMY (military) and joined as 
2nd LIEUTENANT post,” she 

dr. Shenika Shah promoted in US army  
from 2nd lieutenant to Captain during CoVId-19

added. 
“I graduated from the med-

ical school this year as DOC-
TOR and my post changed in 
US ARMY from 2nd LIEU-
TENANT to CAPTAIN. I 
started working for an ARMY 
HOSPITAL. I will serve all the 
soldiers and their families as a 
DOCTOR. Always used to say 
“In the joy of others lies our 
own,” so to do service is the ul-
timate practice of life. My goals 
in life are to become a success-
ful OBGYN physician and Sur-
geon.”

South Asian Community 
leader Dilip Chauhan said in 
his statement: “I have known 
Shenika and her family for 
more than 15 years. I have at-
tended her Bharatnatyam 
Graduation ceremony, that ex-

emplifies that she has inspired 
her generation by keeping her 
Indian roots through tradition-
al Bharatnatyam. Shenika was 
very passionate about giving 
back to the community, because 
in order to shape the future of 
tomorrow, you first must make 
change today and by serving as 

a CAPTAIN in the US  Army 
she has proved. I would like to 
congratulate her for inspiring 
her generation by keep their In-
dian roots while still living and 
growing up miles away. I would 
like to congratulate Shenika for 
her achievements and wish her 
all the best.” 

shenika with Family: Parents Pritam and Kavita shah and Brother Jainambhai.

shenika shah
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Our BureAu 

New York 

The American University 
of Barbados, School of 
Medicine resumed reg-

ular working on June 15, 2020 
and has scheduled a Webinar 
for September 2020 admissions 
on 27 June 2020. 

 American University of 
Barbados, School of Medicine 
(AUB) is an offshore Caribbean 
medical school located in Bar-
bados. It offers a 5½ year MD 
program for high school Grad-
uates and a 4 year MD program 
for college graduates.

AUB is accredited by 
CAAM-HP and is listed in the 
World Directory of Medical 
Schools that makes it a globally 
recognized medical school. Its 
mission is to provide a cadre of 
physicians who have world-class 
competence and are emotional-
ly and culturally sensitive to pro-
vide compassionate care. With 
an array of distinguished fac-
ulty, innovative teaching meth-
odologies, research programs, 
community-based events and 
a multi-cultural environment, 
the school inspires students to 
strive for and meet high lev-
els of academic and personal 
achievements. 

aMeRICan UnIVeRSIty of BaRBadoS, SChool of MedICIne, 
annoUnCeS WeBInaR foR SePteMBeR 2020 adMISSIonS 

AUB has clinical affilia-
tions with some of the finest 
ACGME approved teaching 
hospitals and medical centres 
in the United States. It is also 
affiliated with various teaching 
hospitals of repute in the Carib-
bean and other countries. These 
comprehensive care facilities 
offer a wide range of inpatient 
and outpatient diagnostic, ther-
apeutic and ancillary services 
with a commitment to medical 
education at all levels, thereby 
providing a unique and versatile 
environment for our medical 
graduates.

vative teaching methodologies, 
research initiatives and a thou-
sand bed hospital, ERAS Luc-
know Medical College is one of 
the leading medical institutes of 
India. As a result of its focus on 
academia and research, it is the 
youngest private medical col-
lege to be ranked amongst an 
elite league of top medical col-
lege of India by numerous na-
tional surveys. In keeping with 
the repute of its parent institute, 
AUB is committed to providing 
World Class Medical Education 
and patient care.

recognitions And Accreditations 

• Accredited by Barbados Ac-
creditation Council (BAC) 

• Accredited by CAAM-HP 
• Licensed and Recognized by 

Ministry of Education, Barbados 
• Listed with FAIMER & World 

Federation for Medical Edu-
cation 

• Recognized by Medical 
Council of Canada (based on 
WDMS Listing) 

• Recognized by Medical Coun-
cil of India 

To get more information 
about the Webinar on 27 June at 
1 pm ET and 10 am PT, please 
call AUB for more details on  
Tel # 646-450-2774 or email 
on aubmedical@aubmed.org

According to the Associate 
Dean, Dr. John Klir, AUB’s US 
based curriculum with extensive 
USMLE preparation and clin-
ical rotations at ACGME ac-
credited US hospitals prepares 
students to apply for residency 
in the United States of Ameri-
ca. Besides this AUB graduates 
can practice as medical profes-
sionals globally after qualifying 
the requisite examination in the 
country of their choice.

American University of Bar-
bados is proud to have ERAS 
Lucknow Medical College as its 
parent institute. With its inno-

Those passionate to study medicine and looking for a global medical school may join the upcoming 
webinar to be held on Saturday, June 27th at 1pm EST
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Our BureAu 

Princeton, NJ 

Pranavam School of 
Dance is now offering 
Bharatanatyam and Bol-

lywood classes online for kids 
of all ages. The instructors are 
dedicated to making the online 
classes as easy and accessible to 
each student as in person classes. 

“Pranavam School of Dance 
is dedicated to training both 
children and adults in classical. 
Bharathanatyam and Bolly-
wood dance styles. Our studio 
is family-friendly, with teachers 
who truly care about every stu-
dent. Our dancers learn proper 
technique from their very first 
class. They have the opportunity 
to perform on stage in age-ap-
propriate costumes and dance 
routines,” said a statement from 
the school. 

Pranavam School of Dance 
of Princeton, NJ has been able 
to keep its student’s excited and 
practicing even through these 
challenging times. Whether it’s 
through the weekly dance class-
es or the fun group activities 
like Fun Friday Meets, Pranav-
am School of Dance has kept its 
students active and made some 
amazing new memories along 
the way.

“When the students heard 
that the in-person dance class-
es could no longer continue as 
a result of the rising COVID-19 
concerns, they were devas-
tated. Dance class is not just 

where they learned dance. It 
was where they had fun with 
friends, made some of their best 
memories, and gave some of 
their best performances. They 
were elated to hear that dance 
classes would continue on, even 
in these tough and challenging 
times. It gives them a chance to 
catch up with their best friends 

keeping up with dance during this challenging time!
Pranavam Dance School shifts to online classes

and learn some new and fun 
dance moves, even if it’s just for 
a few days each week.”

“Thanks for conducting 
the online classes. I spoke to 
Anoushka [a Pranavam stu-
dent] and she is able to continue 
her dance learning and see her 
friends during the lockdown and 
social distancing restrictions.”

Things are not the way they 
used to be. We can no longer 
have fun and meet our friends 
the same way we used to. But 
that does not mean we need to 
stop having fun. Join the fun 
at Pranavam School of Dance! 
Let’s stay active and make new 
memories even during these 
tough times.
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Create an Astoria that 
works for all of us

Guarantee housing as a human right  
Create a health and pension fund for 
yellow and black cab drivers

Advocate for street vendor rights 
and an end to police harassment 

Offer government services in 
our languages

Expand voting rights to all 
New York residents

End state and local 
cooperation with ICE

Tax the rich to fix the MTA

Increase South Asian 
representation in government

ZohranForAssembly.com/vote
Vote June 23, 2020

Enact Single-Payer Healthcare
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Our BureAu 

Palo Alto 

As the entertainment 
industry continues to 
remake itself during 

COVID-19, Palo Alto-based 
startup Xcinex believes it has a 
technological solution ideally 
suited to the times. As long as 
customers are OK with being 
scanned.

The company’s Venue sys-
tem, scheduled to become avail-
able by the end of the year, is 
essentially a rent-a-system for 
distributors and a connected-TV 
streaming device with an added 
dimension. In a revenue-share 
arrangement, it plans to enable 
premium video-on-demand mov-
ie releases, plus concerts, come-
dy shows, theatrical productions 
and sporting events. All of those 
areas are under immense finan-
cial pressure due to the closures 
of theaters and the dark cloud 
over live events. Xcinex (pro-
nounced “scene-x”) is funded by 
angel investors rather than well-
known venture firms or individ-
uals. While the planned launch 
of Venue by the end of the year 
does not yet have any major stu-
dios in the fold, it has caught the 
attention of a number of industry 
figures. Mena Massoud, an actor 
who played the title role in Alad-
din, has invested in the company 
and joined its advisory board. 
Don Tannenbaum, co-found-
er and EVP of Xcinex, spent 41 
years as a exec at Warner Bros, 
ending his tenure in 2017 as SVP 
of sales operations and new tech-
nology and Prashant Shah as the 
Chief Content Officer.

Other members of the man-
agement team have worked at 
companies like CBS, Awesome-
ness and Paramount. 

After its initial founding in 
2012, Xcinex was jockeying with 
the Screening Room, Napster 
co-system uses scanning technol-

Xcinex Prepares to launch Venue Streaming System, Using 
Sensor to Count Viewers and Charge Per ticket 

ogy to count the number of view-
ers and let distributors charge 
them according. Rather than 
PVOD, Xcinex prefers the term 
“ticketed entertainment,” and 
sees flat-rate, on-demand pricing 
as outdated. As major studios 
and specialty players all grapple 
with shifting release windows 
and business models, the compa-
ny hopes it can occupy a flexible 
middle ground.

Xcinex Atkin waved away 
questions about the potentially 
problematic nature of a device 
invading private homes to scan 
people sitting in front of the TV. 
Consumers have increasingly 
pushed back on the idea of being 
monitored by smart TVs, laptop 
cameras and connected speak-
ers, with companies in some 
cases facing regulatory or legal 
repercussion. “I wouldn’t say 
‘monitored,’” he said. “I would 
say ‘head count.’ It doesn’t do 
facial recognition. It just makes 
sure that the number of people 
in the room matches the number 
of tickets.”

As to information about who 
is watching, the CEO likened the 
setup to Snapchat’s treatment of 
messages, which disappear soon 
after they are sent. “The data 
never leaves our ecosystem,” he 
said. “It’s encrypted end to end 
and we’re taking all of the pre-
cautions beyond industry stan-
dards to make sure that it’s not 

unaccounted for to drift through 
the room for a couple of minutes 
without being charged.)

Venue has promoted itself 
as a creator-friendly platform, 
whose technology allows suppli-
ers to set their own pricing and 
even geo-target their releases. 
“Every artist or content compa-
ny has their own strategy,” Atkin 
said. “You can’t put it in a cook-
ie-cutter model.”

Bill Dosanjh, the owner of 
Super Boxing League and Su-
per Fight League, plans to make 
bouts available via Venue, one of 
a dozen of programmers com-
mitted to the platform. Dubai 
based, Dosanjh said the popu-
larity of boxing and MMA across 
South Asia and the Middle East 
give his leagues an initial foot-
hold and audience in the U.S.

The detail in Venue’s data is a 
big part of its appeal. “When you 
get your viewership reports, you 
normally get back ‘this house-
hold tuned in,’” he said. “With 
this data, you will know how 
many people are watching in 
each household.”

Dosanjh doesn’t consider pri-
vacy to be an issue. Rather, he sees 
more opportunity. “It’s about 
always introducing your con-
tent to a new audience,” he said. 
“We saw that through Xcinex.”

“As PVOD has come out 
during COVID-19, these movies 
have been available on illegal tor-
rent sites immediately,” he said. 
“What we do is we provide levels 
of traceability.” Watermarking 
technology would enable Xcinex 
to track down content in case 
someone tries to pirate

accessible by anybody. It’s ma-
chine vision, so there’s no human 
being looking at a monitor.”

The Venue device, which 
hooks onto the top of a TV frame, 
also offers a mix of free and sub-
scription streaming options, sim-
ilar to devices made by Roku, 
Amazon or Google. At $49, the 
Venue is priced a bit higher than 
those other streaming products 
because it adds the option of 
pay-per-view or day-and-date 
fare. Customers will “have access 
to everything they provide, plus 
access to content that nobody 
provides,” Atkin said. “The only 
other option besides us is to go to 
the physical venue, COVID-19 
and the shutdown of theaters 
and entertainment venues has 
provided new tailwinds for 
Xcinex. But its strategy also con-
templates a post-pandemic mar-
ketplace when customers newly 
habituated will be willing to add 
new entertainment options to 
the mix. Single viewers could pay 
less via Venue to watch a first-
run movie than the common $20 
price point of PVOD. Couples 
or families looking to stream an 
original musical or specialty film, 
conversely, can support theaters 
by paying per viewer instead of a 
flat rate. If only two kids in a fam-
ily want to watch an animated ti-
tle and their parents didn’t, they 
could be the only ones “ticket-
ed.” (A grace period allows those 

Disney Aladdin star Mena Massoud invests in Xcinex and joins the advisory board. 
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rAVI BAtrA

The enemy of my enemy 
is my friend; or so goes 
the saying, lovingly fol-

lowed by policymakers seeking 
a shortcut to victory for several 
millennia. Indeed, counterbal-
ancing continues as a steady pil-
lar of statecraft the world over. 
It matters not that ultimately it 
doesn’t work, and backfires with 
a painful boomerang. 

Recall President Ronald 
Reagan’s “Freedom Fighters” 
in Afghanistan who we trained 
and equipped to fight the then-
USSR’s excursion in Afghani-
stan to an unhappy exit. Then, 
after 9/11, when we were in hot 
pursuit of its mastermind OBL 
and ended up in Afghanistan - 
our Freedom Fighters became 
the Taliban we were fighting 
against. 40 years and lots of 
blood and treasure we have 
spent, only to make a recent 
Jello gelatin flexible peace-deal 
with the Taliban, and then cause 
the local government’s twin ex-
ecutives to sign on after the fact 
to make it operational, all so we 
may extricate ourselves from a 
war we cannot lose, nor win by 
civilized standards in a place 
where our values are alien to the 
local ecosystem. My takeaway: 
don’t use counter-balance; it’s 
sexy upfront, and painful as a 
nightmare divorce in the end. 
Recently, Kurds in Syria bear 
witness - as some of them be-
came Terrorists against Turkey. 

Well, let’s go back to 1971 - 
when the Blood Telegram sent 
from Dhaka was ignored in 
China-loving Richard Nixon’s 
Washington DC - and Indira 
Gandhi, Prime Minister of In-
dia, moved to save the remain-
ing Hindus in now-Bangladesh 
from genocidal demise. India 
secured a striking victory in 
short order that exceeded ex-
pectations and was decisive to 
boot. Pakistan was unhappy, to 

state the obvious. Nations have 
found that sponsoring Terror is 
attractive - because it is what I 
call - war on the cheap. Pakistan 
enjoyed such sponsorship as a 
rejoinder. India’s Punjab and 
Kashmir border Pakistan, and 
cross-border Terror-support 
in Sikh-rich Punjab was easi-
er, as Sikhism’s founder, Guru 
Nanak’s immortal roots remain 
in Pakistan - a matter of great 
importance even now while 
celebrating His 550th Birthday 
in Nankana Sahib, Lahore Pa-
kistan via opening the visa-free 
Kartarpur Corridor - thanks to 
P. M. Imran Khan and P. M  Nar-
endra Modi - which nations and 
people of goodwill celebrate.

So, after 1971, Pakistan’s 
cross-border sponsorship was 
for Khalistan to be born - per-
haps, as a nation for a nation - 
with three Sikh leaders Shabeg 
Singh, Balbier Singh, and Amr-
ik Singh turned separatists, who 
were allegedly taught tactics 
more familiar to Terror in Paki-
stan. As a result, India suffered 
a porous border and a porous 
state in Punjab and Kashmir, 
such that India’s sovereign-
ty would be an afterthought if 
not stopped.  Mrs. Gandhi de-
cided to fight fire with fire, and 
allegedly “sponsored” a gen-
uine Sikh leader Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale. Ultimately, he 
and his armed supporters came 
under threat of arrest, being 
un-controllable by Delhi, and 
took refuge in the Golden Tem-
ple - the holiest Harmandir Sa-
hib - and Operation Blue Star 

was born in June 1984 to turn 
back the hands of time and 
Statecraft’s expediently sexy 
counterbalance pillar. When 
first trying to peacefully end the 
stalemate and get the innocent 
pilgrims released failed over 
two days, as the separatists were 
armed with even Chinese-made 
grenade-launchers, on June 5th 
military force was initiated to 
forcibly evict Terrorists from 
the house of worship. That goal 
would be tough enough without 
religion being implicated; but 
attacking the holiest Sikh Gurd-
wara - a sanctuary - with 10,000 
booted soldiers was successful 
in a military sense, but a failure 
by all other metrics. Harmandir 
Sahib was severely damaged, 
ancient scripts and artifacts 
forever lost in the “firefighting 
fire.” Thereafter, while the In-
dian Government rebuilt it, the 
Sikh community tore it down 
and rebuilt it afresh - perhaps, 
as we recently tore down our 
newly built embassy in Moscow 
and rebuilt it anew. 

The price of counterbalanc-
ing Pakistan’s punishment - try-
ing to create Khalistan for loss 
of her East Pakistan - was that 
Mrs. Gandhi was assassinated 
on October 31, 1984 by her fa-
vorite bodyguard, Beant Singh, 
and Satwant, both Sikhs - whom 
she insisted upon keeping. What 
followed was nothing short of a 
bloodbath - known as the an-
ti-Sikh Riots or worse - where 
even innocent Sikhs were hurt, 
injured and even killed and 
some members of the Indian 

Congress party were allegedly 
directing the Sikh-killings in an 
opportunistic manner - a stain 
that India has dealt with (and 
still has to remedy) as we did for 
interning loyal Japanese-Amer-
icans after Pearl Harbor some 
40 years later. Leadership re-
quires making choices - picking 
between not “good” and “bad,” 
but “bad” and “worse.” 

this op-ed is aimed at 
policymakers - to abandon 
counter-balance as a pillar 
of statecraft, and it’s noisy 
and genie-out-of-the-bot-
tle progeny: state-spon-
sored terrorism. 

It doesn’t work, and is very 
painful at the bitter end. Being 
“right,” and winning by “right 
means” permits an end - as a 
civil “trial by jury” does daily in 
our courts even for losers. 

Nations, however, contin-
ue to exercise “might is right,” 
when it really never was - giv-
en its lingering “tail.” A lesson 
China will learn from its cur-
rent collective and sequential 
miscalculations: Tibet, Uighurs, 
OBOR with AIIB, exporting 
Wuhan Virus (lab-engineered 
as it has the Spike Glycoprotein 
(S) spliced off the 2003 SARS 
Bat viruses and transplanted 
onto the surface of the AIDS 
virus in 2019 - see, my April 14, 
2020 “Open Letter to POTUS 
et al” in public domain - recent-
ly re-confirmed by former head 
of MI6) as a global Pearl Har-
bor, with its cover-up, followed 
not by an apology and compen-
sation, but added belligerence 
in South China Sea and Hong 
King, and inter alia, converting 
diplomacy, a channel most use-
ful during disputes and war, and 

“operation Blue Star - counterbalancing even 
terror - results in boomeranging horrible pain”

Recall in 1988, President Reagan signed the Civil lib-
erties act to compensate more than 100,000 Japa-
nese-americans who were incarcerated in internment 
camps during World War II. the law offered a formal 
apology and paid $20,000 in compensation to each 
surviving victim. 

Continued at next page... >>
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mAyOr BAllA endOrSeS rIcHArd 
dAVId fOr ASSemBly 

Our BureAu 

New York

Hoboken Mayor Ravi 
Balla has endorsed 
Richard David in the 

June election for New York 
State Assembly in District 31.  
Mayor Balla became the first 
Sikh Mayor elected in New Jer-
sey and in the United States in 
2017 after serving on the City 
Council. 

assembly district 31 has 
the largest Sikh, South 
asian and Indo-Caribbe-
an population in new york 
State. If elected, Richard 
would be the only South 
asian and Guyanese per-
son serving in the new 
york State assembly. 

Mayor Balla said: “These 
extraordinary times call for 
new leadership and we see now 
more than ever how important 

representation is within gov-
ernment and in communities of 
color. New York City has gone 
far too long without a South 
Asian elected to public office. 
This June, let’s fully embrace 
the great diversity of Queens 
and New York City by electing 

my friend Richard David”. 
David said: “Mayor Bal-

la is an inspiration to the Sikh 
community, and to me person-
ally.  He has dedicated his life 
to public service by fighting for 
civil and political rights. This 
endorsement shows unity and 

is an urgent call to action. We 
must rise up together, and this 
is the time”. 

David came to the Unit-
ed States as an undocumented 
dreamer and has lived in South-
east Queens for 25 years.  He is 
currently a District Leader in 
Assembly District 31, and has 
spent over 10 years working at 
senior levels of government.  
He was one of the youngest 
members of the community 
board and co-founded a youth-
led social justice organization to 
bring resources to the district. 
Most recently, David led the 
nonprofit desk at a private gov-
ernment relations firm and is 
an adjunct history professor at 
York College. During this pan-
demic, he has worked tirelessly 
to serve the hard-hit communi-
ties of his district with food and 
resources.  

He is endorsed by Con-
gressman Gregory Meeks, As-
sembly Member Vivian Cook, 
Senator Leroy Comrie, the 
Queens Democratic Party and 
over a dozen unions, political 
clubs and good governance or-
ganizations.

“Let’s show the power of unity and diversity”

instead burning it by making 
diplomats act as a “Wolf War-
rior” commando doing battle. 
That our Hollywood celebrates 
Chinese-Americans and Chi-
na is starkly in contrast to the 
steady anti-American diet fed 
by Chinese Communist Party 
leadership to her people. That 
is both strategic, as it is tactical 
- something President Trump, 
Secretary Esper, Speaker Pelosi 
and Leader McConnell ought 
digest, as we too have our na-
tion to defend in present time 
from folks we saw as friends, 

“operation Blue Star - counterbalancing even terror - results in boomeranging horrible pain”
since Nixon, but who played us.

Disclosure: I legally repre-
sented Indian National Con-
gress and Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, 
merely a loving wife, mother and 
daughter-in-law in 1984, when 
they were sued by a so-called 
entity, Sikhs for Justice, under 
the Alien Tort Claims Act in 
United States Federal Courts in 
New York - SDNY and EDNY. 
I successfully argued that India, 
where all events occurred and 
all actors reside, was ineligible 
for US courts to exercise ex-
tra-territoriality and it was for 

India to remedy this stain. The 
lofty U. S. Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals issued two orders 
in 2014 and 2015, respectively, 
agreeing to dismiss the cases 
pursuant to US law. Thereafter, 
Rahul Gandhi, adopting my le-
gal filings, gave an interview 
to Arnab Goswami confirming 
for the first time that “some” 
Congressmen were complic-
it in misconduct. SFJ’s subse-
quent cases against then-PM 
Manmohan Singh and PM Na-
rendra Modi were dismissed, 
based upon the precedents I 

secured, along with applica-
tion of the Foreign Sovereign 
Immunities Act, as Prime Min-
isters, as head of government, 
are so entitled - which neither 
INC or INC President Sonia 
Gandhi was so entitled.  Now, 
SFJ is out of the media-rich ha-
rassing litigation, but, alleged-
ly, based upon reports, may be 
subject to Foreign Agent Reg-
istration Act given its foreign 
supporters.”

Ravi Batra is the Chair of 
National Advisory Council 

South Asian Affairs
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BecO dA IndIA*

One of the best known 
followers of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s thought in the 

world, Shobhana Radhakrishna 
offered the Brazilian public an 
online lecture this week, in which 
she explained the importance of 
a simple, minimalist life as the 
basis for a sustainable econo-
my; basic education as defended 
by the Brazilian educator Paulo 
Freire; physical, mental and spir-
itual self-control; harmonious 
coexistence with nature; non-vi-
olence; and the values   preached 
by yoga sutras. 

The lecture “Gandhi: vision-
ary courage”, promoted on June 
12 by the Palas Athena Associa-
tion, the Consulate General of In-
dia in São Paulo and by the Swa-
mi Vivekananda Cultural Center, 
is part of the International Yoga 
Day celebrations. Shobhana Ra-
dakrishna recalled that Gandhi 
incorporated yoga and ayurve-
da into his life and teachings.

She grew up in the Sewagram 
Ashram, created by Gandhi in 
1936 in Wardha, Maharashtra 
and runs the Forum for Ethical 
Corporate Governance, which 
promotes ethical practices in 
business and the public sector. 
She says she planned to come 
to Brazil this year to spread the 
Gandhian values   of non-vio-
lence, justice and equality, but 
with the Covid 19 pandemic, the 
plans were canceled.

Admiring the work of Paulo 
Freire, Radakrishna explained 
that Gandhi also believed that 
education leads to action and 
that basic education should 
serve the nation. “Both believed 
that knowledge leads to work 
and self-confidence. And I my-
self was the result of this type of 
education promoted by Mahat-

a Gandhian brings the Mahatma’s teaching to the Brazilians 
Shobhana Radakrishna gives an online lecture on sustainable economy, basic education,  

harmonious coexistence and how to deal with the pandemic 

ma Gandhi,” she said. Shobhana 
Radhakrishna says that her fa-
ther, who met Gandhi personally 
and was a student of his, partici-
pated in the struggle for Indian 
independence.

“Even after Gandhi’s death, 
for more than five decades we 
have continued to walk the path 
shown by him. Gandhi inspired a 
generation of people, who con-
tinued to work for the cause for 
which he lived and died,” she 
said. The teaching that the path 
is in non-violence and in a simple 
life, within a development mod-
el for a sustainable economy, 
today sounds normal, but it was 
visionary in the time of Gandhi. 
He preached this lifestyle in the 
four ashrams he created (two in 
South Africa, where he lived for 
years, and two in India, where he 
was born and lived again until his 

death in 1948).
These ashrams were Gand-

hi’s laboratories for preparing 
‘satyagraha’, that is, non-violent 
resistance. “Not only those who 
lived in the ashrams, but thou-
sands of young men and wom-
en received direct training from 
Gandhi to follow the model of 
life he established, doing com-
munity and social work with the 
aim of rescuing self-respect, es-
pecially of the poorest,” she stat-
ed. Ashrams have a very strict 
routine, with discipline, punctu-
ality and the teaching of values   
such as material detachment.

“Gandhi practiced a minimal-
ist life. Back then, he preached 
recycling, reducing consumption 
and reusing products. With that, 
he helped build self-confinement 
among people, who began to 
live a fearless life,” emphasized 

Shobhana Radhakrishna. The 
Coronavirus pandemic, accord-
ing to her, teaches us to deal with 
ourselves, with our self-control 
in a physical, mental and spiri-
tual way, in addition to living in 
harmony with nature.

“We don’t need to reinvent 
anything. We just need to be in-
spired by Gandhi’s lifestyle to 
build a new future. The coro-
navirus is bringing this message 
to people very clearly. The psy-
chology of the masses points to a 
world that is living in mourning. 
A mourning for a lifestyle that is 
being lost and can no longer be 
lived,” she said.

She explained that in this 
new world, it is essential to live 
in a united community, with no 
room for injustice and violence. 
“The path is one of mutual sup-
port, interdependence and not 
violence,” she said. 

Gandhi also practiced si-
lence and spent a day a week 
without speaking. Meditation, 
concentration and prayers were 
constantly practiced by him. 
“Gandhi’s lifestyle serves as an 
inspiration for those Covid 19 
times and gives us the answers so 
that we can live and go through 
this pandemic period. Gandhi’s 
lifestyle offers many examples of 
self-care, which is very import-
ant at this time,” observed the 
Gandhi follower. 

The pacifist leader did a 
great service for public health 
in all situations of emergencies, 
catastrophes and pandemics that 
he faced during his life. When the 
Spanish flu pandemic occurred, 
for example, its ashrams became 
quarantine sites for more than 
30,000 patients at the time, re-
specting individual distance, said 
Shobhana Radakrishna.

*Beco da India is a  
Sao Paulo-based cultural portal 
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flOrencIA cOStA

Sao Paulo 

He describes himself as 
the artist of a perish-
able art. Ashfer Biju is 

the Executive Chef of the iconic 
Taj Hotel chain’s The Pierre ho-
tel in New York’s Central Park. 
Responsible for the culinary op-
erations of the classic hotel, his 
mission is to offer inventive, sea-
sonal and sustainable options. 
The Indian chef was in Brazil 
some time back, when he gave 
an exclusive interview to BECO 
DA INDIA. At that moment, 
Biju underwent a challenge: us-
ing Brazilian ingredients in his 
Indian creations.

“My philosophy on Indian 
cuisine is that taste and recipes 
must remain traditional and au-
thentic, but at the same time I 
believe in cooperation with some 
local flavors, with some local in-
gredients,” he said.

In São Paulo, he participat-
ed in the event “With art, color 
and taste: An evening of classic 
Indian cuisine”, at the Samosa & 
Company restaurant, where he 
cooked together with the Indian 
chef Deepali Bavaskar, owner of 
the restaurant together with her 
husband Vijay Bavaskar.

Ashfer grew up in a fish-
ing town in the state of Kerala 
in southern India. Born into a 
family that works in restaurants, 
Ashfer discovered his passion 
for cooking when he was a child. 
He explains that India has many 
cuisines and that is why it is very 
difficult to even call it Indian 
cuisine.

His home state, Kerala, has 
three distinct cuisines, he ex-

plains. Biju is from northern 
Kerala, the city and Chavakar, 
in the district of Trichur, where 
his mother still lives. “We have 
a house near a river, 2 km from 
the sea. So, one thing I like a lot 
is fish and seafood, which I love 
to cook. To honor my mother, I 
always keep the Malabar-style 
Shrimp Curry dish on every 
menu I sign, ”he said.

With its colorful and bal-
anced dishes, Ashfer usually 
feeds the memories of his home-
land with recipes for fish and 
seafood. “I’m half Indian, half 
New Yorker, half global Indian. 
There are many “means”, but 
that’s because I am. It is very 

important for me to take Indi-
an food to other countries in the 
world, starting with New York, 
”he said.

Indian cuisine is extremely 
popular in New York. This hap-
pens, according to him, because 
people today travel a lot more, 
have more access to information 
about any countries, not just In-
dia. “It was a time when you just 
put a curry powder and a sauce 
on the food to say it’s Indian 
food. Today people know exact-
ly what they are talking about. 
There is pressure on chefs to 
make the food authentic, which 
is appreciated today. There is a 
recent taste for this Indian cui-

sine, ”he said.
Another reason for the pop-

ularity of Indian cuisine there is, 
according to Biju, that India is 
an emerging economic power. 
“Everyone recognizes this status 
in relation to India in a way they 
never did before. Then, sudden-
ly, there is an interest in every-
thing about India, ”he said.

A third reason is that many 
chefs in London, New York and 
San Francisco are working hard 
to bring real Indian cuisine to the 
table. “That image of ‘delivery’ 
Indian food is being replaced by 
an image of refined or sophisti-
cated food,” he said.

Biju explains that his food is 
a dialogue with the customer. 
He says he always thinks about 
what the person he is cooking 
for would like to eat because he 
thinks the food should talk to 
the public. Biju has seen many 
chefs say: “This is my food and 
this is what you are going to 
eat”. But he himself doesn’t 
believe that. So, some of the 
dishes he prepared in São Pau-
lo, he incorporated a little bit 
of Brazil.

“In Brazil, I prepared heart 
of palm salad to accompany my 
curry shrimp. I did this because 
I want to tell the public in São 
Paulo that I understand him and 
I am ready to walk in his direc-
tion, incorporating ingredients 
that are familiar to him in my 
cuisine, ”he said. “If I’m cooking 
and a customer says he wants to 
eat omelet for dinner, who am I 
to say no? “, He asks.

An Indian and new yorker:  
Ashfer Biju takes the secrets of Indian 

kitchen to South America 
The chef from The Pierre Hotel of York Taj reveals how he prepares food for an international audience

Flornecia Costa is the Editor of 
Beco da India, a Brazilian portal 
that covers and promotes Indian 

culture in South America 
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mAdHuKAr Jetley

India and China are two of 
the most populous countries 
with ancient civilizations. 

The mutual friendship between 
the two has a time-honored 
history, which dates back 2000 
years. 

The entire Indo-Chinese 
border (including the western 
LAC, the small undisputed sec-
tion in the center, and the Mc-
Mahon Line in the East) is 4,056 
km long and traverses through 
one Indian Union Territory, i.e. 
Ladakh and four Indian states, 
i.e. Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim and Arunachal 
Pradesh. Among the neighbors 
of India, e.g. Pakistan, China, 
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar and Sri Lanka, China 
occupies the most strategic po-
sition, particularly after China’s 
invasion of Tibet (which used to 
serve as a buffer zone between the 
two nations).

However, Chinese bound-
ary claim lines defy logic to ev-
eryone other than the Chinese 
Communist Party. Interesting-
ly, the word ‘logic’ is not in the 
Chinese lexicon: The Chinese 
term for logic is “luoji”, a term 
clearly borrowed from English. 
The emperor draws a line and 
his ministers intimidate or even 
go to war to annex whatever ter-
ritory is within those lines and 
the Chinese people are forced 
to believe that these areas were 
historically a part of China.

The Indo-Chinese rela-
tionship has remained cordial 

Fast forward to current 
times and it can be seen that 
China has been consistent in de-
fying the logic of the lines. Af-
ter the Border Peace and Tran-
quility Agreement was signed 
between India and China in 
1993, the process of LAC de-
lineation commenced through 
Joint Working Groups and Ex-
perts Group meeting regularly. 
The 2017 China India border 
standoff or Doklam standoff 
refers to the military border 
standoff between the Indian 
Armed Forces and the People’s 
Liberation Army of China over 
Chinese construction of a road 
in Doklam near a trijunction 
border area, known as Don-
glang. This standoff lasted from 
16 June 2017 – 28 August 2017. 
In the end, both sides withdrew 
their troops from Doklam and 
China halted its road construc-
tion.

India was the first non-com-
munist country in Asia to es-
tablish diplomatic ties with the 
People’s Republic of China on 
April 1, 1950. But the plans for 
celebrating the 70th anniversary 
of the event have been hit by the 
Corona virus pandemic and af-
fected perceptions and realities 
in ties. Many countries of the 
world, including U.S.A., held 
China responsible for the ori-
gin and spread of Corona virus 
from a research laboratory at 
Wuhan. But, as of now, the In-
dian government has been care-
ful not to blame China for the 

war is not good for any country 
and must be only as a last resort

Continued at next page... >>

| OpINION |

A boundary line became necessary in October 1950, when China occupied Tibet and became India’s 
neighbor. The traditional boundaries that existed between India and Tibet were clearly not logical to  

China and they proffered a series of lines to India in 1956, 1959 and 1961.  
The lines kept moving into India and led to the war of 1962

throughout. In order to fur-
ther strengthen this relation, 
an “Agreement on Trade and 
Commerce between the Tibet 
region of China and India” was 
signed on 29th April 1954 in 
Beijing by the Indian Ambas-
sador N. Raghavan and Chang 
Han-fu, the Chinese Deputy 
Foreign Minister of China. It is 
remembered as the ‘Panchsheel 
Treaty’. The five major princi-
ples of this treaty were: 1. Mu-
tual non-aggression; 2. Mutual 
non-interference in domestic 
systems; 3. Mutual respect for 
each other’s territorial integrity 
and sovereignty; 4. Equality and 
mutual benefit; and 4. Peaceful 
co-existence. Panchsheel was 
promoted by China and India 
as an instrument for advancing 
their respective national inter-
ests in the mid-1950s. China, the 
originator of the five principles, 

sought to reassure neighbors 
who had developed misgivings 
about it during the Korean War, 
and to wean them away from 
the United States. The Treaty 
became very popular as can be 
expressed by the famous slogan 
“Hindi-Chini Bhai, Bhai”.

However, the logic of the 
Chinese line is still a delusion, 
for those outside of it. The In-
dia-China border is another line 
where China displays consisten-
cy in defying logic. A boundary 
line became necessary in Octo-
ber 1950, when China occupied 
Tibet and became India’s neigh-
bor. The traditional boundaries 
that existed between India and 
Tibet were clearly not logical 
to China and they proffered a 
series of lines to India in 1956, 
1959 and 1961. The lines kept 
moving into India and led to the 
war of 1962.

Indo-ChIna tenSIon: 

Both the countries have heavy military presence on the border
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Corona virus or its propagation 
because of China’s actions. Chi-
na has tried to woo India by say-
ing that it stands ready to share 
its experience in epidemic pre-
vention and control and diagno-
sis and treatment, and provide 
further support and assistance 
to the best of our capability. But 
there is likely to be some wari-
ness in Delhi, based on the kind 
of Chinese assistance provided 
to a number of countries, in-
cluding Italy, Czech Republic, 
and Spain, where even the test-
ing kits sent from China showed 
faulty results. All the same, 
China’s role in the pandemic is 
likely to have a negative impact 
on Indo-Chinese relationship. 
If China had been transparent, 
the pandemic could have been 
tackled much more efficiently, 
and this is clear for all to see in-
cluding India. It is also said that 
China also silenced the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
and other international organi-
zations from raising concerns 
about the Wuhan virus. WHO 
went even one step ahead with 
its Director General Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus praising 
China for its “transparency” 
and added that China is a model 
to follow as far as the response 
to the virus management is con-
cerned made this clear for all 
to see? The COVID-19 spread, 
therefore, has also been respon-
sible for adverse relationship 
between two countries.

The China–India skirmishes 
have become an ongoing mili-
tary standoff between the two 
countries. Since 5th May, 2020, 
Chinese and Indian troops were 
engaged in non-lethal aggressive 
action, face-offs and skirmishes 
at multiple locations along the 
border. Skirmishes have taken 
place near the Pangong Lake in 
Ladakh and Nathu La Pass in 
Sikkim. 

Incidents in Sikkim oc-
curred in early May 2020 when 
the Chinese intruded into the 
Muguthang Valley and shout-
ed to the Indian troops: “This 
(Sikkim) is not your land, this 
is not Indian territory... so just 
go back”. Most recent of them 
is the Eastern Ladakh incident, 
reported on 21st May 2020, that 
Chinese troops had entered the 
Indian territory in the Galwan 
River valley, citing objections to 
Indian road construction with-
in (undisputed) Indian territo-
ry. A later report on 24th May 
said that the Chinese soldiers 
had crossed into Indian terri-
tory at three places. At each of 
these places, around 800–1000 
Chinese soldiers are reported to 
have crossed over for about 2–3 
km, pitching tents and deploy-
ing heavy vehicles and moni-
toring equipment, not very far 
from the Indian side. The In-
dian troops have also been de-
ployed in the area at a distance 
of 300–500 metres. Amid the 
standoff, India has moved an 

additional 12,000 more workers 
to the region to help in complet-
ing Indian road projects. 

The First round of talks 
was held on 6th June 2020 be-
tween Military commanders of 
India and China to resolve the 
month-long border standoff in 
Eastern Ladakh. The talks were 
held at the Border Personnel 
Meeting Point in Moldo on the 
Chinese side of the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC), opposite 
the Chushul sector of Eastern 
Ladakh. In this meeting, India 
sought restoration of status quo 
as in April 2020 end. India also 
asked China to reduce their 
mobilization near the Galwan 
valley. The Chinese side head-
ed by Major General Liu Lin, 
Commander of South Xinjiang 
Military Region of the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA), asked 
India to stop its road construc-
tion. However, India defended 
its stand saying that the con-
struction is taking place inside 
the LAC, therefore there was 
no reason for China to object 
the roadwork. 

The people of India, at large, 
want peace and safety in our 
country. They expect that the 
sovereignty of the country re-
mains intact and that our coun-
try’s borders are well guarded. 
The people also expect that our 
government keeps us well in-
formed about the prevailing sit-
uation at the borders and within 
the country. The government 

must act democratically and 
involve all political parties and, 
above all, people of India in ma-
jor decision taking processes. 

There must be utmost trans-
parency and government must 
feel answerable for all its ac-
tions instead of putting blames 
on past governments. People 
also expect that our information 
system (print and electronic me-
dia) must be independent and 
must not act under government 
pressure and must not provide 
false or twisted information. 

Way back in 2017, former de-
fense minister Mulayam Singh 
Yadav had said that the country 
faces the “biggest” threat from 
China, claiming that it is plot-
ting to attack India in collab-
oration with Pakistan. “I have 
been cautioning the Central 
government for many years. 
None paid attention. China has 
joined hands with Pakistan. It 
has made a full preparation to 
attack India. China is India’s 
biggest opponent. What has the 
government done?”

We Indians, in general, are 
peace loving people and want 
a solution for international 
disputes through diplomatic 
means. War, in any form, is not 
good for any country and must 
be only as a last resort.

Madhukar Jetley is a sitting 
Member of Legislative Council, 

Uttar Pradesh

Views are personal 

| OpINION |

India and china fought a war in 1962  
over their border dispute

china moved into Tibet in 1949 and that changed  
the border between two countries
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of the government and should 
be kept separate from corpo-
rate decisions.

Cellular Operators’ Associ-
ation of India (COAI) -- whose 
members include private telcos 
such as Bharti Airtel and Voda-
fone Idea -- further said that 
so far, the government had not 
mandated exclusion of any ven-
dors’ equipment from private 
operator networks.

When government makes 
laws, companies are “du-
ty-bound” to comply with them, 
it said.

As such, companies are 
driven in their decisions by the 
interest of provisioning the best 
possible service to their cus-
tomers and to take care of the 
interest of their stakeholders, 
he said.

In a hardening of stance in 
the backdrop of tensions at the 
Indo-China border, the govern-
ment has decided to ask state-
owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam 
Ltd (BSNL) not to use Chinese 
telecom gear in its 4G upgrada-
tion, which is being supported 
as part of the company revival 
package, according to sources.

companies in the Indian mar-
ket, the government is looking 
to fast-track several decisions, 
including putting in place do-
mestic standards to check 
cheap imports, apart from re-
stricting the award of contracts 
in projects being executed 
by the Centre and the states. 
Non-tariff options are seen as a 
more potent weapon.

Work has already begun on 
setting standards for at least 
370 products, identified by the 
commerce department, with 
technical regulations formulat-
ed for 150 products, whose im-
ports added up to around $47 
billion. 

In addition, more than 50 
Quality Control Orders and 
other rules have been noti-
fied for electronic goods, toys, 
air conditioners, bicycle parts, 
pressure cooker, and other 
items.

But as the telecom depart-
ment gears up to ask private 
telcos to gradually lower their 
dependence on Chinese equip-
ment, industry body COAI on 
Thursday said geopolitical is-
sues are the under the purview 

 

telecom firms a bit skeptical and government urges sector to work without Chinese vendors

Our BureAu 

New Delhi  

The nationwide clamor 
for boycott of Chinese 
goods is getting loud-

er amid the Ladakh face-off, 
with traders urging the Centre 
to direct e-commerce firms to 
restrict the sale of items from 
the Dragonland, which imports 
products worth USD 74 billion 
to India annually. 

Of the total import from 
China, retail traders sell goods 
worth around USD 17 billion, 
mostly comprising toys, house-
hold items, mobiles, electric and 
electronic goods and cosmet-
ics among other things, which 
could possibly be replaced by 
Indian products, a national 
trading body said.

“We, at ‘Federation of All 
India Vyapar Mandal’, are ad-
vising our members to clear 
their stocks of Chinese products 
and refrain from placing fresh 
orders. We are also request-
ing the government to restrict 
e-commerce companies from 
selling Chinese products,” said 
V K Bansal, the association’s 
general secretary.

Another national traders’ 
body, The Confederation of All 
India Traders (CAIT), has de-
cided to step up its movement 
against the boycott of Chinese 
goods, under its campaign 
‘Bhartiya Samaan-Hamara 
Abhimaan’. It released a list of 
over 450 broad categories of 
commodities, comprising 3,000 
Chinese products.

CAIT has also written an 
open letter to several celeb-
rities, asking them to stop en-
dorsing made-in China prod-
ucts.

In a move to whittle down 
the share of Chinese goods and 

| Business EYE |

Indian traders gear up for work without 
‘Made in China’ products and profits 

US May ReStoRe GSP 
StatUS foR IndIa 

The US is mulling over re-
storing India’s beneficia-
ry status under its trade 

preference programme Gen-
eralized System of Preferences 
on receiving a counterbalancing 
proposal from New Delhi, a top 
Trump ministration official told 
lawmakers on Thursday. The 
United States is currently negoti-
ating with India for it, he added.

“We’re in negotiations with 
India, we took away their GSP, 
and we’re in the process of re-
storing it if we can get an ad-
equate counterbalancing pro-
posal from them,” US Trade 
Representative Robert Ligh-
thizer told members of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, accord-
ing to an agency report. 

“Till now, we haven’t done 
that. But this is something that 
we’re actually actively negotiat-
ing right now,” Lighthizer said, 
responding to a question from 
Senator Maria Cantwell from 
the Washington State. Senator 
Cantwell expressed disappoint-
ment over high import tariffs on 
apples from her State to India.

“India has a 70 percent tar-
iff on apples, so obviously a big 
product in the State of Washing-
ton. What can we do to get those 
tariffs off from apples in India?” 
she asked. “We, of course, agree 
with you and we agree that -- 
that their regular tariffs are bad, 
their retaliatory tariffs are even 
worse,” Lighthizer said.

The top trade official from 
the Trump Administration said 
the US is currently in a big trade 
negotiations with India. “We 
have a big negotiation with India 
which I’m sure you’re aware of 
and potentially even moving to 
an FTA at some point if we can 
ever make any headway, and 
that’s Asia.

Indian market has been flooded with cheap Chinese goods in recent years
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

| Business EYE |

House prices will fall for 
the first time in at least 
a decade this year and 

next as the coronavirus pan-
demic leads to mass job losses 
and hammers demand and the 
economic outlook, a Reuters 
poll showed. The property mar-
ket was being hobbled by a cash 
crunch even before the coronavi-
rus outbreak, which has already 
infected more than 350,000 in 
the world’s second most popu-
lous country. Last year, house 
prices rose 3.3% on average, 
lagging a 3.7% average rise in 
consumer prices and marking 
the weakest year since the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) start-
ed tracking the market in 2010. 

Tata Power on Friday said 
its wholly-owned arm 
has bagged a contract to 

develop a 100 MW solar proj-
ect in Maharashtra. “Tata Pow-
er Renewable Energy Limited 
(TPREL) has received a letter 
of award from Maharashtra 
State Electricity Distribution 
Co Ltd. (MSEDCL) to develop 
a 100 MW solar project in Ma-
harashtra,” the company said 
in a filing to BSE. The energy 
will be supplied to MSEDCL 
under a power purchase agree-
ment, valid for a period of 25 
years from scheduled commer-
cial operation date. The project 
is required to be commissioned 
within 18 months from the date 

The June 10-18 Reuters poll of 
13 analysts predicted average 
house prices will slump 5.0% in 
2020 and 3.0% in 2021, revers-
ing expectations in a March poll 
for rises of 2.0% and 2.5% re-
spectively. “For the housing sec-
tor, COVID-19 couldn’t have 
come at a worse time. Many 
aspiring homebuyers were on 
the verge of making purchases 
when an avalanche of uncer-
tainties struck and forced many 
onto the fence of indecision,” 
said Anuj Puri, chairman at AN-
AROCK Property Consultants 
in Mumbai. Under the worst-
case scenario, prices nationally 
were expected to decline 12.0% 
in 2020 and 10.0% in 2021.

house prices to fall this year for 
first time in at least a decade: Poll

tata Power to develop 100 MW 
solar project in Maharashtra

of execution of the PPA. “With 
this award, the cumulative ca-
pacity of renewables will be 
3,557 MW,” Tata Power CEO 
and MD Praveer Sinha said. 
The plant is expected to gen-
erate about 240 million units 
of energy per year and will an-
nually offset approximately 240 
million kg of CO2. Tata Power’s 
renewable capacity will increase 
to 3,557 MW, out of which 
2,637 MW is operational and 
920 MW is under implemen-
tation including 100 MW won 
under this letter of award, the 
company said. Shares of Tata 
Power were trading at Rs 43.65 
apiece on BSE, up 1.75 per 
cent from their previous close.
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SoNu SooD 
Star continues to give helping hand 

Bollywood actor 
Sonu Sood has 
walked the extra 

mile during the corona-
virus pandemic to help 
the stranded migrant 
workers reach their 
hometowns amidst the 

lockdown. From arrang-
ing buses to airlifting a few 

to launching toll-free helpline 
numbers, Sonu has done it all. 

Apart from this, he has also extended his help to Bolly-
wood’s freelance background dancers during the crisis. 
Sonu and his team have provided ration to 100 such 
dancers. Speaking to reporters, Nehal Kanojiya, who 
has worked in Aamir Khan’s ‘Thugs of Hindostan’, 
Sidharth Malhotra and Tara Sutaria’s ‘Marjaavaan’ 
and recently in Priyanka Chopra Jonas and Farhan 
Akhtar’s ‘The Sky is Pink’, revealed how he got 
help from the actor. 

RAm mADhvANI 
‘Aarya’ is a character-driven series  

Director Ram 
M a d h v a n i 
says the in-

tention behind adapt-
ing Dutch series Pe-
noza for the Indian 
audience in Aarya was 
to tell a character-driv-
en story that delves 
into family dynamics. 
Madhvani’s 2016 film 
Neerja, a biopic on slain Pan Am flight attendant 
Neerja Bhanot, explored the emotion of loss through the 
mother-daughter story and in the new series, starring Sush-
mita Sen in the titular role, the character struggles with di-
lemma. The story revolves around Aarya Sareen, a happily 
married woman whose world turns upside down when her 
husband is shot. She gets to know that he may have been in-
volved in an illegal drug racket which now threatens her fam-
ily. Madhvani said he and his wife loved the story as it had an 
amazing female character at the centre.  “She is strong and 
there is vulnerability. As she faces obstacles, she becomes 
somebody she didn’t want to. It was a character-driven se-
ries that attracted us towards it. I am happy Sushmita (Sen) 
agreed to do the show as she embodies the strength and vul-
nerability of the character, he said.

KANgANA RANAut 
Actor slams ‘movie mafia’ 

| Entertainment EYE |

Days after claiming Sushant Singh Rajput’s demise was not sui-
cide, but a murder, Kangana Ranaut has released another video, 
this time around, she is going all out against the ‘movie mafia’. 

With a fiery resolve to come to the bottom of this unfortunate story, the actress in 
a 2.31-minute video touched upon subjects ranging from Sushant’s death by suicide to calling out blind items, 
making allegations against journalists, “movie mafia” and “nepo-kids.” While sharing her thoughts on Sushant’s tragic de-
mise, the actress quoted ‘Kedarnath’ director Abhishek Kapoor and said that what happened to the actor was a “systematic 
dismantling of a fragile mind.” She went on to pick on certain blind items that she alleged were about the actor. While call-
ing out this practice, she claimed that certain journalists “who are pets of the movie mafia” were involved in journalism that 
she described as “mental, emotional, psychological lynching.” 
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The suicide by the 34-year-old actor sparks a fierce debate  
in the Bollywood fraternity 

played MS Dhoni in the former 
skipper’s biopic, for which he 
was nominated for film awards. 
He played the eponymous role 
of Detective Byomkesh Bakshy! 
in the 2015 thriller. He had a 
supporting role in Aamir Khan’s 
2014 hit PK. In 2018, Rajput 
starred in Kedarnath opposite 
debutante Sara Ali Khan.

Rajput was born in Patna. 
He studied engineering and was 
a National Olympiad Winner in 
Physics. He said in interviews 
that after his involvement in the-
atre and dance, he rarely had 
time for studies. He eventually 
dropped out of engineering just 
a year short of his degree to pur-
sue an acting career.

A shell-shocked film indus-
try posted tributes on Twitter. 
“Honestly this news has left me 
shocked and speechless...I re-
member watching #SushantS-
inghRajput in Chhichhore and 
telling my friend Sajid, its pro-

ducer how much I’d enjoyed the 
film and wish I’d been a part of 
it. Such a talented actor...may 
God give strength to his family,” 
Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar 
wrote.

It appears that the actor had 
stopped taking medicines to treat 
depression in the weeks lead-
ing to his death as he was “feel-
ing better”, Siddharth Pithani, 
the late actor’s creative man-
ager, has told Mumbai Police. 
Pithani, who recorded a detailed 
statement at Bandra police sta-
tion Tuesday evening, had been 
hired by the 34-year-old actor in 
2018 to work on a project. A se-
nior Mumbai Police official said 
Pithani was aware that his em-
ployer was taking medication for 
depression.

On Wednesday, the police 
recorded the statement of Bol-
lywood casting director Mukesh 
Chhabra, who had cast Rajput in 
his last film and knew him well. 

Our BureAu 

Mumbai 

Bollywood actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput was found 
dead at his home in 

Mumbai, police said on Tues-
day, confirming his suicide. He 
was 34. The popular actor was 
recently seen in the film “Ch-
hichhore” - which dealt with the 
extreme pressure of college and 
competitive exams. His last ap-
pearance was in the Netflix film 
“Drive”.

Sushant Singh Rajput had 
put up a moving post just last 
week when his former manager 
Disha Salian was found dead. 
“It’s such devastating news,” the 
actor had written on Instagram. 
His last post on Instagram was 
dedicated to his mother, whose 
death in 2002 left him devas-
tated. “Blurred past evaporat-
ing from teardrops, unending 
dreams carving an arc of smile 
And a fleeting life, negotiating 
between the two,” he wrote.

Rajput, who became a 
household name with his 
hit television series “Pavi-
tra Rishta”, debuted in 
films in 2013 with the 
critically acclaimed “kai 
Po Che!” based on Chetan 
Bhagat’s bestselling book 
“the three Mistakes of 
My life”.

The movie catapulted Rajput 
into the big league and he went 
on to do several films. He also 

Chhabra described Rajput to the 
police as an “intelligent” and a 
“talented” actor.

Days after Maharashtra 
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh 
announced that the Mumbai 
Police would investigate reports 
that professional rivalry might 
have pushed actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput to take his own life, 
the police on Thursday wrote 
to leading production house, 
Yash Raj Films (YRF), asking 
for a copy of a contract they had 
signed with him.

Meanwhile, an ugly debate 
over nepotism in Bollywood has 
erupted on social media. Most of 
the fans and people from within 
the film industry and outside of it 
have strongly criticised nepotism 
and have been even blaming it 
for Sushant’s suicide. Unlike 
many actors in Bollywood, Su-
shant Singh was not from a film 
family nor did he have a God 
father. He struggled on his own 
to make a way to the top. But 
there are many other actors as 
well who have struggled long and 
hard to make a place for them-
selves in the film industry.

And Sushant Singh Rajput 
was not the one who kept mum 
on nepotism in the industry.

Sushant had very honest-
ly and openly admitted at an 
awards’ show a few years ago 
saying, “nepotism is there, it’s 
everywhere, not just in Bolly-
wood. You can’t do anything 
about it. Nepotism can co-exist 
and nothing would happen but 
at the same time, if you deliber-
ately don’t allow the right talent 
to come up, then there is a prob-
lem. Then the whole structure of 
the industry would collapse one 
day. But till then, it’s fine.”

SUShant SInGh RaJPUt:  
Was he a victim of nepotism or fell 

to deep depression?  

| Entertainment EYE|
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NumeroloGy Prediction JUne 19 to JUne 25, 2020

By CeleBrity Numerologist

Hirav sHaH
Hirav Shah is engaged with few from fortune 500 
companies, actors, actress, National political parties 
to provide them strategies & analytical solution and 
guidance to bring them better height of success through 
his sharp knowledge of astrology numerology science.

hiravkshah@gmail.com | www.hiravshah.com

NumBer 1 (SUn)
(Those born on the 1st, 10th, 19th and 28th in any month)
Underlying or previously hidden aspects of a situation 
come to light now. The misuse of personal power, dom-
inating or manipulating others, and the subtle ways 
you try to control situations or other people are issues. 
Also, this can be a time when you are forced to confront 
and deal with something which is no longer working 
- from old, outworn possessions to an unhealthy rela-
tionship or a deeply ingrained, self-defeating attitude.  
• Avoid wearing Black color
• lucky days : wednesday
• lucky color : Green 

NumBer 2 (Moon)
(Those born on the 2nd, 11th, 20th and 29th in any month)

You are very clear and perceptive now. It’s a good time 
to make a decision or come to an agreement, negotiate, 
exchange your views with others, present your case. If you 
are in a profession dealing with words, ideas, or commu-
nication, this is a very productive time for you. Ideas flow, 
and you express your thoughts well. 
• Avoid wearing Brown color
• lucky days : thursday
• lucky color : yellow

NumBer 4 (UrAnUS)
(Those born on the 4th, 13th, 22nd and 31st in any month)
Your needs for love, companionship, friendship, and 
sharing are very strong now. In fact, you feel like relax-
ing and enjoying the beautiful side of life rather than la-
boring or concentrating on difficult tasks. A significant 
development in a close relationship or strong feelings of 
attraction to someone you encounter, are very likely at 
this time.  
• Avoid wearing Grey color
• lucky days : thursday
• lucky color : cream

NumBer 3 (JUPiter)
(Those born on the 3rd, 12th, 21st and 30th in any month)
This is a good time to assert your own needs and desires, 
to communicate to others what you really want. You are 
sharp, clear, decisive, and articulate. You can’t stand be-
ing idle now; you are ready for challenging, intellectual 
activities and attacking difficult problems on the job.
• Avoid wearing Orange color
• lucky days : monday
• lucky color : Sky Blue

CeleBrItIeS of the week :
JuNe 19 - AShISh V IdhyArthI
JuNe 20 - Neetu ChANdrA
JuNe 22 - ABhINAV SINhA

NumBer 6 (VenUS)
(Those born on the 6th, 15th and 24th in any month)
You feel quite amorous and affectionate now, and will very 
much want to share this time with someone you love or at 
least with congenial company. Your creative or artistic in-
clinations are also stimulated, and your work in these ar-
eas will be especially satisfying and successful at this time.
• Avoid wearing purple color
• lucky days : monday
• lucky color : cream

NumBer 7 (nePtUne)
(Those born on the 7th, 16th and 25th in any month)
Hidden passions, fears, jealousies, longings, desires, or 
needs surface in you now and can stir up trouble in your 
closest relationships. You are prone to be compulsive or 
demanding in a close relationship, to be emotionally driv-
en and to force things to a head in some emotionally-lad-
en situation. Positively, a relationship can be deepened 
and reborn now, given new life by your willingness to re-
veal yourself completely to your loved one. 
• Avoid wearing Brown color
• lucky days : Sunday
• lucky color : Blue

NumBer 9 (MArS)
(Those born on the 9th, 18th and 27th in any month)
This is a time for making long-range plans, seeing the big 
picture, and thinking about what is really important to you 
in the long run. The trivial details and business of day-to-
day living does not dominate your attention now. Read-
ing books or articles of an inspirational nature or on sub-
jects of personal growth and development is very fruitful 
now. This is also an excellent time for business functions, 
negotiations, and communicating with the world at large.
•  Avoid wearing red color
• lucky days : monday
• lucky color : white

NumBer 8 (SAtUrn)
(Those born on the 8th, 17th and 26th in any month)
You are receptive to beauty at this time and want to be 
surrounded with harmony, beauty, and kindness. Also, 
you feel tender and gentle toward others, and you want 
to please or to be of service to them in some way. Some 
selfless generosity or an effort on behalf of someone in 
need will make you feel very happy now. 
• Avoid wearing Orange color
• lucky days :  friday
• lucky color : Beige color

NumBer 5 (MercUrY)
(Those born on the 5th, 14th and 23rd in any month)
If you are a writer, teacher, student, or involved in any 
intellectual work, this is a positive time for you,ideas flow 
and it is easier than usual to express your thoughts. Also, 
this is a good time for buying, selling, negotiating, and 
communications of all kinds.  
• Avoid wearing navy Blue color
• lucky days : Sunday
• lucky color :  Orange

JuNe 23 - rAJ BABBAr
JuNe 25 - AftAB ShIVdASANI
JuNe 25 - kArIShmA kApoor

| FuTuRE this wEEk |
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cyruS meHtA

Many US citizens, especially 
those who have recent-
ly naturalized, desire to 

sponsor their senior parents for law-
ful permanent residence, also collo-
quially known as the green card. A 
US citizen can sponsor a parent for 
a green card as an immediate rela-
tive by  filing Form I-130 under INA 
201(b)(2)(A)(i). Immediate rela-
tives are not subject to quotas that 
can take many years to clear, and 
thus the process can be complet-
ed within a relatively short period 
of time.  Bringing a parent over to 
join the US citizen and their family 
permanently in this country can be 
a great source of joy and has lots 
of benefits. In addition to living in 
close proximity and enjoying emo-
tional bonds, senior parents can be 
of great help in providing child care 
thus allowing their US citizen chil-
dren to work and pursue careers. 
Some senior parents may have 
health issues, and having them near-
by gives a sense of security in case 
of emergencies. Other parents can 
also pursue new careers or hobbies 
once they immigrate to the US.

Many parents may already 
have multiple entry visitor visas, or 
be able to travel on visa waivers, 
and visit their children once a year 
or even more frequently. These 
parents who already have access to 
the US through visitor visas need 
to carefully consider whether it is 
prudent to obtain lawful permanent 

residency or continue to travel as 
visitors. It is generally not advisable 
to use the green card as a tourist 
visa. A green card holder is required 
to reside in the US permanently. 
While travelling once a year on a 
green card is theoretically permissi-
ble, there will come a point in time 
when the Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) officer at a port of en-
try will question why the green card 
holder is not permanently residing 
in the US. The CBP official routine-
ly asks a returning resident how long 
they have been outside the US since 
their last departure from the US. If 
the CBP official determines that the 
parent has abandoned permanent 
residence, they could be charged 
with inadmissibility and placed in 
removal proceeding. Although 
the burden of proof is on the gov-
ernment to establish through clear 
and convincing evidence that the 
permanent resident has abandoned 
that status, this burden may be easy 
to establish if the parent uses the 
green card to infrequently visit the 
US rather than reside in the US.

In order to stave off a finding 
of abandonment, a green card hold-
er must demonstrate that the trip 
abroad was temporary. Returning 
back to the US annually may not 
meet the definition of a temporary 
trip abroad. Many are under the 
misimpression that returning to the 
US within six months would elim-
inate a finding of abandonment. 
While a permanent resident is only 
regarded as seeking admission if 

the trip abroad has been in excess 
of 180 days under INA 101(a)(13)
(C)(ii), the CBP official can still find 
abandonment even if the resident 
departed the US for less than 180 
days under 101(a)(13)(C)(i). In any 
event, in order for the green card to 
be valid, the resident must return 
to the US within one year of the 
prior departure pursuant to 8 CFR 
211.1(a)(2).

The term “temporary visit 
abroad” has been subject to inter-
pretation by a few Circuit Courts. 
The Ninth Circuit’s interpretation 
in Singh v. Reno, 113 F.3d 1512 (9th 
Cir. 1997) is generally followed:

A trip is a ‘temporary visit 
abroad’ if (a) it is for a relatively 
short period, fixed by some early 
event; or (b) the trip will terminate 
upon the occurrence of an event 
that has a reasonable possibility of 
occurring within a relatively short 
period of time. If as in (b) the length 
of the visit is contingent upon the 
occurrence of an event and is not 
fixed in time and if the event does 
not occur within a relatively short 
period of time, the visit will be con-
sidered a “temporary visit abroad” 
only if the alien has a continuous, 
uninterrupted intention to return to 
the United States during the visit.

Since the a trip abroad must 
be of finite duration, or at  must ter-
minate upon the occurrence of an 
event likely to occur within a short 
period of time, many parents who 
use the green card as a tourist visa 
frequently face intrusive inspections 
by CBP officers at ports of entry. 
Many are warned to apply for a 
reentry permit if they continue to 
infrequently return to the US. INA 
§ 223 provides the authority to the 
Department of Homeland Security 
to issue a reentry permit for a pe-
riod not more than two years. See 
also 8 CFR 8 CFR § 223.2(c)(2).  
While the reentry permit can serve 
as an insurance policy against such 
an aggressive inspection at a port of 
entry, this document will not entire-
ly immunize the parent from a find-
ing of abandonment. While length 
of time may not be used against 
the green card holder with a valid 
reentry permit in a finding of aban-
donment, other activities reflecting 
abandonment may be considered.

The reentry permit is burden-
some to maintain for a senior parent 
who visits the US a few weeks each 
year. Form I-131 must be filed only 
while the parent is physically pres-
ent in the US, and then the parent 
must wait a few weeks for the bio-
metrics appointment. If the parent 
is unable to wait for the biometrics 

appointment after the filing of the 
application for the reentry permit, 
they must return to the US for the 
biometrics and again risk an aggres-
sive inspection by a CBP official, al-
though the risk may be lessened if it 
is clear that the parent is returning 
to pursue a reentry permit.

There are also important tax 
considerations. Failure to file a res-
ident tax return upon becoming a 
green card holder, or filing as a non-
resident, can have an adverse im-
pact on not just the parent’s green 
card status but also with respect to 
the ability to naturalize in the future. 
See 8 CFR 316.5(c)(2). A green 
card holder is considered a resident 
for tax purposes as he or she meets 
the “green card test” or the “sub-
stantial presence test.” Even if the 
parent does not earn any income in 
the United States, but has earnings 
from overseas sources, the parent 
is generally required to report their 
worldwide income on a Form 1040 
resident US tax return. Moreover, 
all foreign financial accounts with a 
value in excess of $10,000  must be 
reported every year.  It behooves a 
parent in this situation to consult 
with a tax advisor to ensure that they 
are not taxed in both countries.

There are many other import-
ant considerations. The parent will 
have to adapt to a completely differ-
ent lifestyle in the US. For instance, 
in order to be able to get around, be-
ing able to drive in many parts of the 
US outside major metropolitan ar-
eas is essential. There is also no free 
health insurance for a newly minted 
green card holder.  The parent will 
have to purchase private health in-
surance, and can do so on a health 
exchange under the Affordable 
Care Act, and there might be sub-
sidies available based on income. 
As of January 1, 2019, it is no longer 
mandatory for a lawful permanent 
resident to have health insurance 
under the ACA as there is no longer 
any tax penalty for failure to do so.  
Green card holders have to wait for 
5 years before they become becomes 
eligible for Medicare. The parent 
must be 65 or older and must have 
worked for 40 quarters. Most new 
green card holders would not have 
worked 40 quarters, and they may 
buy in to Medicare after they be-
come eligible.   The rules regarding 
Medicaid for low income green card 
holders are complex and confusing, 
and depend on a person’s income, 
age and the rules of each state. The 
sponsor’s income on the affidavit of 
support may also be deemed to the 
parent’s income.  Further informa-
tion is available here.

All of these factors have to be 
carefully considered before a parent 
obtains a green card. Is the parent 
willing to live in the US permanent-
ly and uproot oneself after living a 
lifetime in the home country? If not, 
is the parent still prepared to reside 
in the US at some point in the near 
future after settling affairs at home, 
and most likely apply for a reentry 
permit in the meantime and then 
maintain it?  Is the parent prepared 
to file US tax returns and declare 
foreign bank accounts each year? 
Has the parent’s health needs been 
taken into account?  If the parent is 
not ready, it may still be preferable 
for the parent to continue visiting 
the US as a tourist each year. Of 
course, if the parent was refused a 
tourist visa in the past, then being 
sponsored for a green card makes 
more sense. There is also now a 
growing sense of urgency to sponsor 
a parent sooner than later in light of 
the rhetoric from President Trump 
to abolish chain migration, which 
includes the ability of naturalized 
citizens to sponsor parents. Howev-
er, for that to happen, Congress will 
need to change the law and that is 
not likely to happen anytime soon in 
a highly polarized Congress.  What 
is more imminent is a proposed 
rule that will change the definition 
of who is likely to become a pub-
lic charge under INA § 212(a)(4), 
which might create more obstacles 
for senior parents to qualify for the 
green card. Already, the State De-
partment has amended the Foreign 
Affairs Manual to give consular offi-
cers more discretion in making pub-
lic charge determinations notwith-
standing the submission of a Form 
I-864 affidavit of support.

When everything is considered 
and an informed decision is made, 
maintaining the green card will be 
smoother and not so burdensome. 
After five years from the issuance 
of the green card, the parent will 
be able to apply for US citizenship 
provided they have been physically 
present for half the time in the five 
years preceding the filing of the 
naturalization application and they 
have also been continuously resid-
ing during this period. 

Upon being naturalized, a US 
citizen is no longer subject to resi-
dency requirements. If on the oth-
er hand, the parent has a change 
of heart and does not wish to be a 
permanent resident of the US, it is 
best that the parent formally aban-
don that status by filing Form I-407, 
otherwise IRS will still consider the 
parent a resident alien for tax pur-
poses.

need to plan Ahead Before Sponsoring 
a Senior parent for a Green card

| ImmIGRATION |
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this year they will likely insist it 
happens in a bio-bubble,” he said.

Mani expected the tourna-
ment to be rescheduled to 2021, 
with the edition scheduled for 
next year in India moved to 2022. 
“ICC events were supposed to 
happen in 2020, 2021 and 2023. 
The gap in the middle can be 
filled and this will be deferred,” 
he said.

“That is where the talk is 
headed towards. What event will 
happen first and where, those 
talks are happening.”

The Indian board has said 
it was premature to talk about 
the possible rescheduling of the 
2021 edition.

Meanwhile, Cricket Austra-
lia’s interim CEO Nick Hockley 
has said that fans will be allowed 
inside stadiums whenever the 
T20 World Cup will be held in 
Australia. The fate of the T20 
World Cup, which is scheduled 
to begin in October, is still un-
decided to the ongoing Covid-19 
crisis worldwide.

The ICC, after its board 

Our BureAu 

Mumbai 

Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) Chairman Ehsan 
Mani has said the logis-

tical challenge of keeping 16 
teams in a bio-secure bubble 
to limit the risk of COVID-19 
makes staging the Twenty20 
World Cup in Australia this year 
“impossible”. The governing 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC) is exploring contingency 
plans but has deferred a decision 
on the tournament until July.

While Australia has slowed 
novel coronavirus infections to 
a trickle, Cricket Australia chair-
man Earl Eddings said on Tues-
day any expectations that the 
tournament would go ahead as 
planned in October-November 
were “unrealistic”.

Mani, an ICC board mem-
ber, said in a virtual media 
briefing on Wednesday that the 
Australian government was still 
being “very cautious” about the 
COVID-19 risk. “If it is played 

meeting earlier this month, de-
ferred a final call on the T20 
World Cup to July, saying it wants 
to take a ‘right’ decision as it 
‘gets only one chance to make’ it.

Nick Hockley, who replaced 
Kevin Roberts, has said that 
hosting T20 World Cup with 15 
teams seems a big challenge in 
this time but added that peo-
ple will be allowed to watch the 
matches live whenever it is held.

“The reality is, and we’ve got 
much more understanding about 
this in recent weeks, is crowds are 
most likely to come back before 
international travel. Our biggest 
challenge is getting 15 teams 
into the country,” Hockley told 
cricket.com.au when asked if he 
would like to see the World Cup 
proceed without fans.

Talking about his appoint-
ment as interim CEO after Kev-
in Roberts’s resignation follow-
ing months of criticism over his 
leadership during the Covid-19 
shutdown, Hockley said he con-
siders this as a massive responsi-
bility and opportunity.

CoVId-19 and CRICket 

t20 world cup is now “impossible” as 
cricket bosses fear the virus spread
tournament going ahead as planned in october-november is “unrealistic”

| SpORTS |

Steve Smith looking forward to India tour 

Star batsman Steve Smith 
is looking forward to In-
dia’s tour of Australia, say-

ing he can’t wait to play in the 
much-anticipated series which 
will be “incredibly special”.

India will tour Australia 
for three ODIs, four Tests and 
three T20Is between October 
this year and January, 2021. 
“They are an amazing side and 
can’t wait to play them when 
they come out to Australia this 
year, will be something incred-
ibly special,” Smith was quoted 
as saying in Star Sports show 
Cricket Connected.

India’s tour will begin with a 
T20 International match on Oc-
tober 11 at Brisbane. The other 
two T20I matches will be played 
on October 14 (Canberra) and 

October 17 (Adelaide).
The four-match Test series 

begins on December 3 at Bris-
bane. India are then scheduled 
to play a day/night Test from 
December 11 to 15 in Adelaide. 
The third and fourth Tests will 
be held in Melbourne (Decem-
ber 26-30) and Sydney (January 
3 to 7).

The ODI series is scheduled 
to begin on January 12 in Perth, 
followed by matches on January 
15 (Melbourne) and January 
17 (Sydney). Smith also spoke 
about his friendship with India 
captain Virat Kohli, describing 

him as a “terrific guy”.
During last year’s ODI 

World Cup, Kohli had asked 
the Indian fans at the Oval to 
applaud Smith and not boo 
him, a gesture which earned the 
Indian captain the prestigious 
ICC Spirit of Cricket award. 
Recalling the incident, Smith 
said he appreciated Kohli’s 
gesture. “Virat’s gesture in the 
World Cup to the Indian fans 
that were giving me (Smith) 
and David Warner a little bit of 
a stick, I appreciated that and I 
share that with him straight up,” 
he said.
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on public gatherings in its final 
stage of easing the Covid-19 
restrictions, the top brass of 
Cricket Australia has expressed 
concerns over hosting the T20 
World Cup, given the travel re-
strictions and the pandemic sit-
uation across the globe.

Well, the chances of host-
ing IPL 2020 later this year will 
brighten if the T20 World Cup is 
delayed. Even as India is grap-
pling with the virus crisis, the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI) top brass is hope-
ful of hosting the IPL in the Sep-
tember-October window, pro-
vided the ICC decides to push the 
T20 World Cup to a later date.

BCCI president and former 
India captain Sourav Ganguly 
wrote a letter to the stake-
holders and state associations, 
promising them that the apex 
body of Indian cricket is explor-
ing all options to host the IPL 
later this year.

But the Pakistan Cricket 

Our BureAu 

New Delhi 

Indian Premier League 2020 
would have seen a new 
champion or one of the usu-

al suspects would have walked 
away with the title had the T20 
tournament been held as sched-
uled. IPL missed its April-May 
window after being postponed 
until further notice due to the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. 
IPL 2020, it seemed, could join 
the likes of Wimbledon in the 
list of major events that have 
fallen prey to the virus.

However, there is a ray of 
hope for IPL 2020, especially af-
ter the latest developments sur-
rounding the T20 World Cup. 
The 16-team event, scheduled 
to be held for the first time since 
2016 from October 18 to No-
vember 15 in Australia, seems 
unlikely to go ahead as sched-
uled due to the pandemic.

Even as the Australian gov-
ernment has eased restrictions 

Board (PCB) has declared that 
they will not allow Asia Cup 
scheduled in September to be 
replaced by IPL 2020 at any 
cost. The sources in PCB has 
revealed to InsideSport that the 
Pakistan Board will not vacate 
the window given to Asia Cup 
T20 in September for IPL 2020. 
The source has further revealed 
to InsideSport that PCB has 
also written to the ACC Pres-
ident Nazmul Hassan to con-
vene a teleconference to finalize 
the venue and schedule for the 
T20 Asia Cup in September.

The Asian Cricket Coun-
cil (ACC) earns substantial 
amount of monies by selling 
the commercial rights of the 
ACC events. Whatever earn-
ings ACC does from the Asian 
Cricket events, the same is dis-
tributed as development funds 
to member countries. The PCB 
as host can generate larger kitty 
through ticket sales and other 
commercial assets around the 
T20 Asia Cup. 

pakistan may spoil the game  
as India looks to hosting Ipl 2020

| SpORTS |

Indian Premier 
League’s Govern-
ing Council on Fri-

day announced that they 
have convened a meet-
ing next week to review 
IPL’s various sponsor-
ship deals in the wake of 
the India-China border 
skirmish. Following the 
clashes between Indian 
and Chinese army sol-
diers at Ladakh’s Galwan 
valley, there has been 
massive outrage in India 
where people are de-
manding to ban the use 
of all Chinese products.

Social media is al-
ready abuzz with fans 
calling for BCCI to re-
move Vivo, a Chinese 
phone manufacturer, as 

the title sponsor of the 
Indian Premier League. 
IPL’s official Twitter 
handle confirmed the 
news, stating that the GC 
would have a meeting 
next week to take a final 
call on the matter.

“Taking note of the 
border skirmish that re-
sulted in the martyrdom 
of our brave jawans, the 
IPL Governing Council 
has convened a meet-
ing next week to review 
IPL’s various sponsorship 
deals,” stated IPL.

BCCI has 2,199 crore, 
5 year deal with Chinese 
handset maker VIVO 
for the title sponsorship 

of IPL. The deal is in its 
3rd year and VIVO pays 
440 Cr per season.

It is not the only Chi-
nese connect BCCI has 
on board. Some of the 
other board sponsors 
like PayTM (Title Spon-

sor of Indian Cricket), 
DreamXI (Associate 
Sponsor) has Chinese 
investors on board. Oth-
er than this Indian team 
captain Virat Kohli also 
has a Chinese connect. 
Kohli is the brand ambas-

sador of Chinese smart-
phone company iQOO.

Earlier BCCI Trea-
surer had said that the 
VIVO deal will contin-
ue as it helps the Indian 
economy.

“BCCI has creat-
ed an infrastructure of 
thousands of crores in 
the country. If a Chi-
nese company is earning 
money from the Indian 
consumer and paying it 
to the BCCI, which in 
turn is giving a 40 per 
cent tax to the govern-
ment, then I believe we 
are helping the Indian 
cause,” Treasurer Arun 
Dhumal had said.

ChIneSe fIRMS May Be oUt of CRICket leaGUe
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